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I. TITLE: Seminar: English Composition 

II. COURSE CODE: TRAD 6526 

III. Number of Hours/Credits: 3 

IV. PRE-REQUISITES: None 

V. Course Description: 

This course offers weekly practice in the writing of critical essays about 
translation, using a number of classic types: definition, division and classification, 
comparison and contrast, cause and effect, process, personal narrative, persuasive 
argument. All grammar and stylistic errors are explained. A longer final essay 
requires bibliography of background research. After peer assessment, a corrected, 
perfectly formated version is expected. 
 
VI.  Course Objectives: 
 
Students completing this course will: 

1. Identify English language errors. 
2. Develop critical thinking about translation. 
3. Plan well-developed, logical prose. 
4. Explore research aids at the University of Puerto Rico. 
5. Become familiar with the Modem Language Association of America 

format. 
6. Produce at least ten short essays, some at home, some in class. 
7. Discuss essays and stylistic norms via regular class attendance. 
8. Make a draft of a research paper, including bibliography not limited 

to on-line sources. 
9. Offer constructive criticism to fellow-students. 
10. Revise their work into polished form. 
11. Recognize different registers and styles of English. 
12. Write university-level English. 

 
 
 
 
VII. OUTLINE OP COURSE CONTENT AND DISTRIBUTION OP CLASS TIME: 

A. Introduction to syllabus and course expectations   3 hours 



Diagnostic in-class essay 
B. Library orientation on local, online, inter-library   3 hours 

loan sources 
C. Discussion of weekly essays(grammatical and  33 hours 

conceptual) 
D. Oral presentations of final term papers    6 hours 

Total          45 hours 
 
VIII. TEACHING STRATEGIES: 

A. Lectures by teacher and librarians 
B. Discussion of weekly assignments 
C. Peer assessment of final projects 
D. Revision of term papers in final form 

 
IX. RESOURCES: 

A. Classroom 
B. Library 
C. Internet 

 
X.EVALUATION CRITERIA: 

A. Weekly essays  60% 
B. Term paper  30% 
C. Class participation 10% 

 
XI. GRADING SCALE: 

A- 90-100 
B- 80-89 
C-70-79 
D- 60-69 
 
F- 59 or less 
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