
for writing, which was founded on the needs of his ego, and from the 
prison of his ego itself, the figurative prison that resembles the 
"Federal prison" which "always disturbed" Dave whenever he looked 
at it from the shell factory where he worked (SCR, 1201). Having shed 
his ego, Dave passes out of the range of our own ego-bound 
perceptions. 

In summary, Dave Hirsh's path to spiritual growth and his reflec
tions about it emphasize a complex cosmic drama. This drama centers 
on a learning process in which each soul is forced to discern both its 
similarity to all the other souls on earth and its isolation from them. 
The isolation is the reflection of the distance which each soul has fallen 
away from God and become immersed in self. Self is therefore the 
enemy in this view of the world, and it must be defeated so that each 
soul can be re-united with God. As long as a soul remains subject to the 
desires and illusions of its ego, it functions on the animal level. 
However, in the course of spiritual evolution, everyone is pried out of 
the animal level by being put through a series of distressing and 
humiliating experiences designed to break down his ego and to make 
him realize that everyone else is being treated in the same way so that 
nobody's pride will be left intact. At a certain point in its education, 
each soul should reach a state of compassionate understanding in 
which it feels sorry about the pain in everyone's life without wishing to 

change or eliminate that pain. This recognition of the necessary role of 
suffering can come at different times for different souls since it occurs 
within the context of a process of reincarnation which spans eternity. 
Eventually, though, compassionate understanding will come to all 
souls, and they will all become One with God at the end of time. 
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At dawn on July 17, 1936, red flag-waving Socialists and some 
Republican-Unionists overcrowded the dock area around Pier 3 co 
welcome their great leader. Professor Clemente Pereda appeared 
unexpectedly, shouting, "Long live the Republic!," several times. Some 
Socialists became enraged at this unfortunate provocation and went 
after Pereda. A policeman intervened and advised Pereda that it was 
prudent to leave the area. At 7:35 A.M. the Barbara docked; two bands 
played music, rockets were fired, and Santiago Iglesias was thunder
ously cheered when he appeared. As La Borinquefia was being played, 
Iglesias and his family left the ship. Welcoming them were three 
daughters, Bolivar Pagan, Rafael Martinez Nadal, Miguel A. Garda 
Mendez, and other leading Socialist legislators, government officials, 
labor leaders, and prominent Republican-Unionists. Iglesias boarded 
Pagan's car but shortly afterwards was force to leave it and join the 
thick parade through the streets of Old San Juan. 1 

From the balcony of his residence, Pereda took a crucifix in his left 
hand and showed it co the crowd of Socialists as they passed by. It 
appears he was trying to get the red devil out of the Socialists. The 
crowd simply shouted to him: "madman, madman!" Pereda then made 
several signs of absolution with his right hand. When Iglesias and the 
parade passed by La Forcaleza, Governor Blanton Winship came out of 
the balcony to greet him warmly. The Socialist parade ended in front 

1 El Mundo, 20 July 1936, p. 5; Reuni6n del Comite Con junto de Ia Coalici6n, 9 July, 1936, 
Archive of Igualdad Iglesias de Pagan. 
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of the Capitol where Iglesias delivered a speech in which he talked 
about the joy of returning, the warm reception he was receiving, the 
coming activities, the Puerto Rican's love of justice and democracy, the 
improvements of social justice, and his ideals and principles which 
were the same he has espoused for forty years. Inside the Capitol, 
Iglesias met more prominent leaders and then left for his house in 
Isern Street.2 

There with Martinez Nadal he had a long conversation in which 
they briefed each ocher on the latest political developments. After 
visits from numerous friends, Iglesias gave a short press interview. He 
declared that a new coalition would be made, chat he would return to 
Washington if re-elected, that the electoral boycott was a great absur
dity, and that the economic problems and not the political status 
should be discussed at the Socialist Convention.~ 

On July 22, 1936, Iglesias granted an interview to E/Mundo. There 
he stated that there were no obstacles to renewing the Coalition and 
chat the P.R.R.A. would give representation to all parties. The Insular 
economic situation needed many improvements. Numerous workers, 
especially those from the rural areas, had to markedly improve their 
living standards. The Departament of Labor was giving emphasis to 
chis development. Economic improvements would be achieved by 
working more closely with the United States and not the other way 
around. Congress would make changes in the Jones Act. In regard to 
natinal politics, Iglesias considered that President Franklin D. Roose
velt was likely to obtain a great victory in November.4 

Isern Street was a very busy place. Numerous people and delega
tions came to talk to the Socialise leader.5 The Socialist Territorial 
Committee under Iglesias' direction met to work on party matters on 
July 25. Iglesias delivered a speech in which he explained his work in 
Washington. He urged his followers to "sincerely feel and believe in 
the principle of social redemption" and to use that belief to fight 
fascism. The Socialist Party firmly believes in democracy and rejects 
violence from any minoricy.6 Puerto Rico should continue in perman
ent union with the United States. Iglesias was authorized to name the 

El Mundo, 20 July, 1936, p. 5. 
Ibid. 

4 lb1d., 23 July, 1936, p. 1. 

) Ibid., 29 July, 1936, p. 5. 
6 Ibid., 27 July, 1936; "Ses16n del Comite Ejecutivo Territorial del dia 25 de julio de 1936," pp. 

126-135, Archive of lgualdad Iglesias de Pagan. 
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Socialist representation in the Pact Committee to be for~ed with 
Republican-Unionists. The Party convention was to be ~eld 10 Caguas 
on August 14, and the Socialists were urged to select thetr correspond

ing delegates.7 
The Pact Committee had several meetings and the terms for the 

1936 coalition were essentially the same as in 1932. Some Socialis~s 
wanted the presidency of the House for their Party and Sandaho 
Alonso wanted Iglesias to be the Speaker. It was agreed, however, that 
the Speaker would be from that party which obtained the most v?tes. 
The Depar-tment of Education would be assigned co the ~e~ubhca~
U nionists and the Justice Department would be for the SoCialists. Thts 
pact proposal would be presented to the corresponding party 

conventions.8 

As Iglesias was strengthening the Socialist forces, the internal 
controversies of the Liberals were brewing. Antonio R. Barcelo recon
sidered the electoral boycott strategy and now wanted the Party to 
participate in the elections. Luis Munoz Ma~fn conti~ued insisting on 
the boycott strategy. At the Liberal conventiOn held 10 Yauco on july 
2~ . there was a voting deadlock which was broken when Barcelo casted 
his vote agains the electoral boycott. However, Munoz Marin's plat
form of independence with economic justice, was accepted by the 

Party.9 . . 
The Liberal city of Caguas was the seat of the moth conventiOn of 

the Socialist Party. When die convention began on August 14, 1936, 
the City was crowded with Socialists and red flags over filled the 
Campo Alegre Theater. Iglesias was warmly received as a band played 

7 El Mundo, 27 July, 1936, p. 7; Bolivar Pagan, Histona de los part1dos polltico~.pu~rtorn· 
quc11os (1898-1956) (San Juan, P.R. : Editorial Campos, 1959), val. II, p. ~6; Ses16_n del 
Com1te Ejecutivo Terri torial del dia 25 de julio de 1936", pp. 12?·159; Sanu ago Igles.1as to 
Socialists members of Pact Committee, 10 August, 1936, Arch1ve of lgualdad Igles1as de 
Pagan. · 

8 El Mundo , 29J uly, 1936, p. 5; Ibid., 30Ju1y, 1936, p. 7; lb1d., 11 August,l936,p. l ; lb1d.,1_3 
August, 1936, p. 4; El Pais, 1·1 August, 1936, p. I; Pag.ln, op: Cit., vol.ll,pp. 86-8_8; Pruden~10 
R1vera Martinez to Samiago Iglesias, 6 August, 1936, Arch1ve of lgua ldad Igles1as de Pagan. 

9 La Dem ocracia, 28 July, 1936, p. I; Reece B. Bothwell, ed., Puerto RICo: cien at1os de lucha po
litiCa (R io Piedras, P.R.: Editorial Universitaria, 1979), val. II, pp. 61 1-612; Pagan: op. cit., 
va l. II, pp. 84-86; Thomas Mathews, Pue rto Rican Polit ics and the N ew Deal (Ga1nesvllle, 
Fla.: U niversity of Florida Press, 1960), pp. 296-297; Surendra Bhana, The Umted States and 
the Development of the Puerto Rican Status Questiom 1936- 1968 (Lawrence, Kansas: The 
Univers ity Press of Ka nsas, 1975), pp. 26-27; Luis Muiioz Marin, Mem orias, autob1ograjfa 
publiCa, 1898-1940 (San Juan, P.R.: Universidad lmeramericana de Puerto RICo, 1982), 
pp. 153· 157. 
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La Marseillaise, the anthem of the Free Federation. Present were 272 
accredited and 96 pending delegates. There was a considerable number 
of female delegates. Notably absent was Rafael Alonso Torres who 
was seriously ill. Present in the Theater was Tadeo Rodriguez Garda, 
the former principal leader of Socialist Affirmation who had now 
actively rejoined the Socialist Party.lo 

Iglesias opened the Convention at 10:00 A.M. and delivered a 
lengthy speech which was heard with "religious unction" by the 
audience. 11 In it he explained his work in Washington and what the 
Party should continue doing. He emphasized the importance of hav
ing a strong unity between the Free Federation and the Socialist Party 
since a division would be disastrous for both entities. Iglesias also 
spoke of the history of the Insular labor movement and the conflicts 
the World faced. The unity between Puerto Rico and the United 
States was strongly emphasized. He was gtven a boisterous standing 
ovation for over five minutes when he finished his speech. 12 

Besides dealing with Party reorganization and the work accomp
lished in the previous four years, other subjects were discussed. The 
Spanish Republic was to be supported against fascist aggression. It 
was reported tpat for the first time in its history, the Party had no 
debts and $6,145.50 had been saved. The position of the Socialist Party 
on Insular st~tus was vague. Congress was asked to conduct a plebiscite 
on the three status possibilities to finally resolve the political situation. 
A minimum program of seventy-seven points of socio-economic 
reforms to be developed in the next four years by the Coalition was 
approved. Iglesias was unanimously voted to run again for resident 
commissioner.l3 

10 El M,.ndo, 15 August, 1936, p. 5; El Pais, 15 August, 1936, p. 1; La Correspotldenciade Puerto 
Rico, 15August, 1936,p.1;Soctalismo, 15August, 1936,p.l;EIImparctal,80cwber, 1937,p. 
26; Archive of lgualdad lglestas de Pagan, ''Actuaciones, procedimientos, resoluciones, 
acuerdos y pnlcticas de Ia novena convenci6n ordinaria del Partido Soctalista, celebrada en Ia 

II 

12 

I~ 

Ciudad de Caguas, durante los dfas 14, 15, 16 y 17 de agosro de 1936,'' pp. 1, 71, 117, 121-122. 
Pagan, Op. ctt., vol II, p. 88. 
'Actuaciones, procedimientos, resoluciones, acuerdos y pnlcncas de Ia novena convenci6n 
ordinaria del Partido Socialista, celebrada en Ia ciudad de Caguas durante los dias 14, 15, 16 y 
17 de agosto de 1936,'' pp. 10-24; El Mundo, 15 August, 1936, p. I; Bothwell,ed., Op. cit., vol. 
II, pp. 613-621; Pagan, Op. ctt., vol II, pp. 88-94. 
"Actuaciones, procedimientos, resoluciones, acuerdos y pnlcticas de Ia novena convenci6n 
ordinaria del Partido Socialista, celebrada en Ia Ciudad de Caguas durante los dfas 14, 15, 16y 
17 de agosto de 1936,'' pp. 43-553; El Mundo, 15 August, 1936, p. 5; Ibid., 16August, 1936,p. 
1; lbtd ., 17 August, 1936, pp. 4, 11; La Co"espondenetade Puerto Rtco, 17 August, 1936,p. 1; 
Bothwell, ed., Op. cit., vol. I-I, pp. 568-575. 
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The most controversial aspect of the convention was the renewal 
of the pact with the Republican Union Party. The main is~u~ was 
which party was to select the Speaker of the House. The prellmmary 
pact stated that, as in 1932, the party which polled th: m~st votes w~uld 
name the Speaker. Some Socialists led by Prudenc10 Rtvera Martmez 
and Nicolas Nogueras Rivera wanted a Socialist Speaker in order to 
legislate more socio-economic laws. If this was not possible, the House 
presidency should belong for two years to on,e party and t~e remaining 
two years to the other party. BoHvar Pagan, who chatred the _Pact 
Committee, defended the pact, and opposed the arguments of Rtvera 
Martinez, Nogueras Rivera, and their followers. The debates were 
long and indecisive. Finally at 3:00A.M. on August 17 Iglesias gave a 
speech that would break the deadlock. 14 

• 

For an hour and a half Iglesias spoke, defendtng the pact and, 
especially, the issue that the Speaker should ~orne fro~ the party 
receiving the largest number of votes. He explamed the htstory of the 
Party, the Coalition, European coalitions, and he argued that the 
Speaker's post could not be divided into two-ye~r terms. The spe~ch 
convinced the delegates in favor of the pact, whtch was then unamm
ously approved. In the following weeks, the final details were worked 
out with the Republican-Unionists.l5 

As the Socialists were meeting in Caguas, the Republican
Unionists were simultaneously holding their convention in the Broad
way Theater in Ponce. The "Group of 76" had not amounted to any 
political force even though it had formed the Regional Party (August 
4, 1935) but never registered. 16 The Republican-Unionists approved a 
platform similar to that of 1932 and accepted the renewal of the pact as 

14 "Actuaciones, procedimientos, resoluciones, acuerdos y practicas de Ia novena convenci6n 
ordinaria del Partido Socialista, celebrada en Ia Ciudad de Caguas durante los dlas 14, 15, 16y 

17 de agosto de 1936,'' pp. 248, 536-590. 

15 lbtd., pp. 590-609; El Mundo, 17 August, 1936, p. 4; lbtd., 18 August, 1936, p. 1; lbtd., 19 
August, 1936, p. 1; lbtd., 21 August, 1936, p. 1; Ibid;, 24 August, 1936, p. 4; El Pa(s, 1_7 Aug~s~ 
1936, p. 2; El lmparctal, 17 August, 1936, p. 2; Pagan, Op. c~t., vol. II, p. 95; Blanca Stlvesm~t 
de Pacheco, Los trabajadores puertorriqueflos y el Parttdo Soc~al11ta (1~32-1940) ~R.to 
P. d p R · EditOrial Universitaria 1979, pp. 100-102; Santtago lglestas to SoCtahst 
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16 Pagan, Op. cit., vol. II, pp. 54-55, 68-70, 95-96; El Mundo, 5 August, 1935, p. 7; La 

Co"e1pondencta de Puerto Rtco, 5 August, 1935, p. 1; La Democracta, 8 August, 1935, P· 1. 
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agreed with the Socialists. 17 

The Liberal Party held its convention in San Juan's Municipal 
Theater also on August 16, 1936. Present at the convention was JesU.s 
Ben_itez Castano who became a Liberal since his Regionalist Party had 
vamshed. Because Munoz Marin came very close to defeating Barcel6 
at the Yauco convention, he now tried to get the candidates he wanted 
nomi~ated at the convention and thus obtain control of the Party 
machmery. Barcel6, at 68 and in declining health, was still the indispu
table leader and was not outmaneuvered by Munoz Marin and his 
numerous followers. Munoz Marin's candidacy was proposed for resi
dent commissioner twice, but he declined. Rodolfo Ramirez Pab6n a 
distinguished Mason and civic leader, but not a prominent politicia,n, 
was then offered the post. He also rejected the offer. No important 
leader was interested in running for the Congressional seat. Finally, 
Dr. Jose A. Lopez Antongiorgi accepted the candidacy. As a result of 
the conflicts between the groups led by Barcelo and those led by Munoz 
Marin, the latter walked out of the convention and were excluded from 
the new hierarchy that was formed. The Liberal Party was now under 
the control of the conservative wing. Is 

Munoz Marin then called a meeting of his followers in Banos de 
Coam~ and contended iliat they did not have proper representation in 
the Liberal Party. At a subsequent Caguas gathering, Munoz Marin 
founded Acci6n Social Independentista. This was to be the nucleus of 
the future Popular Democratic Party. The struggle between Barecelo 
and Munoz Marin concluded by the middle of September. A truce was 
brought about and both sides worked together in the electoral 
campaign.19 

Utah Senator William H. King came to Puerto Rico in August. As 

17 
£/Mundo, 17 August, 1936, p. 9; lb1d., 18 August 1936, p. 9; El Pal! , 17 August, 1936, p. I ; 
lb1d., IB August, 1936, p. I; La Co"erpondeneta de Puerto R1co, 17 August, 1936, p. I; El 
lmp~mal, 17 August, 1936, p. 6; Ib1d., 18August, 1936, p. 7; La Democrac1a, I8August, I936, 
p. 4, lb1d., 19 August, 1936, p. 4; Bothwell, ed, Op. c11., vol 1-1 , pp. 578-594, vol. 11, pp. 
622-631; Pagan, Op. m., vol II, pp. 96-104 

18 
El Mu11do.' 17 Augusto, 1936, p. 5; Ibid., 18 August, 1936, p. 4; La Democrac1a, 18 August, 
1%3, P· I, lb1d . .' 19 August, 1936, p. I; La Correrpondeneta de Puerto Rico, 17 August, 1936, 
P· I; El lmpamal, 17 August, 1936, p. I ; lb1d., 18 August, 1936, p. 1; The New York T1me; 30 
August, 1936; sec. IV, p 7; Pagan, Op. ell., vol II , pp. 105-107, Mathews, Op. c1t.,pp. 294-298; 
Gustavo J 1menez S1card6, Un pueblo que qu1so m" (San Juan, P.R.: Editorial Cordillera 
1972), p. 198; Bhana, Op. ell., p. 27. ' 

19 
Pagan, Op. cit ., vol. II, pp. 108-1'.3; Mathews, Op. cit., pp. 298-300;JimenezSicard6, Op. cit., 
PP· ~98-200;Bothwell, ed., Op. Cit., vol. 1-1, p. 595; vol.ll, pp. 633· 372; vol.III, p . 114; Munoz 
Mann, Op. c1t., p. 157; El Mundo, 8September, 1936, p. 9; lb1d. , 9September, 1936,p. 9; Ibid. , 
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a member of the Insular Affairs Committee, he wanted to study the 
local situation first hand. His visit helped to somewhat clarify the 
status issue. King told the Puerto Ricans that they had to decide what 
status they preferred and that the United States did not need the 
Island. Iglesias had an interview with the Senator where he stated the 
need to raise the living standards of the working classes, and he 
explained that the coming elections were in the nature of a plebiscite, 
the issue being permanent union or independence. Attorney General 
Eugenio Fernandez Garda, now a believer of autonomy, told the Utah 
Senator that a plebiscite should be held to resolve the status issue. 
Senator King implied that the elections would reveal the political 
aspirations of Puerto Ricans.2o 

Senator King was also interested in the teaching of English in 
the public schools. He did not approve of Commissioner Jose Padin's 
philosophy of language education and informed Ernest Gruening of it. 
Gruening in turn began studying the problem and now favored the 
intensification of English. The days of Commissioner Padin were 
numbered.21 

Ernest Gruening returned to SanJuan in August and began to step 
up his campaign to eliminate separatist Liberals from the P.R.R.A. 
Rafael Fernandez Garda, as well as other prominent Liberals, were 
thus removed. The principal charge was that the Liberals had set up an 
organization to collect funds for the Liberal Party.22 Some of the 
money collected in the P.R.R.A. was used to finance the activities of 
Senator Munoz Marin.H The close association between Gruening and 
Munoz Marin was coming to an end.24 An investigation of the 
P.R.R.A. showed that "a widespread system of kickbacks" had been 
organized by the Liberals, and P.R.R.A. employees "were pressured to 
join" an organization co collect money for the Liberal Party and Munoz 

II September 1936, p. I; 1!1 /mparcial, 9 September, 1936, p. I; La Dt:mocracia, I 0 September, 
1936, p. I 

20 Mathews, Op. cit., p. 279, El Mu11do, 20 August, 1936, p. I; lb1d .. 28 August, 1936, pp. I, 5; 
The Neu York Times, 30 August, 1936, sec. IV, p. 7. 

21 Mathews, Op. cit., pp. 279-281. 
22 Ibid., p. 271-272; Ernest Gruening, Many Battler (New York, NY.: Liverright, 1973), pp. 
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Madn. 2 ~ These fund raising activities were "in violation of the federal 
criminal code," but no charges were pressed by the Insular Depart
ment of Justice nor the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 26 

Iglesias informed his followers that their complaints against the 
P.R.R.A. should be well documented.27 He believed that the political 
firings in the P.R.R.A. were justified because no single political party 
should have control of that agency. The administrators of the P.R.R.A. 
should consist of people drawn from the three parties in order to 
prevent favoritism. 2s Gruening now had a conference with Iglesias at 
his Isern Street residence where the Resident Commissioner pres
ented the complaints against Liberal favoritism in the P.R.R.A. 
Gruening thus continued his policy of dismissing more Liberals. He 
even tried to convince some Liberal leaders to drop the independence 
plan from the Party's platform. For him the 1936elections were in the 
nature of a plebiscite.29 Chardon emerged denying that "a hunt was on 
to eliminate independence advocates" from the P.R.R.A. while Munoz 
Marin complained that apparently Washington desired "to obtain a 
popular mandate against independence by means of coercion, persecu
tion, and political skullduggery."l0 The days of Chardon were num
bered.l1 Martinez Nadal, however, declared that the Coalition never 
had wanted to control the P.R.R.A. and that proof of this was that he 
had backed Liberal Raul Esteves, head of personnel of the P.R.R.A. 
and brother of Liberal Guillermo Esteves, Assistant Regional 
Administrator of the P.R.R.A., to be the Regional Administrator of 
the agency; furthermore, he had never met with Gruening.n 

The 1936 electoral campaign began for Santiago Iglesias the day he 
landed, July 19. From that day on, he injected new enthusiasm into his 
followers, revitalized the Socialist leadership, and brought cohesion to 
the Coalition. After the conventions had been held and the pact 
renewed, Iglesias began to mobilize the Socialist masses and to inten
sify the electoral activities. In his Labor Day speech he told the workers 

2l Gruening, Op. ctt., p. 202. 
26 .Ibid., pp 202-203. 
27 £/ Mundo, I September, 1936, p I. 
28 lbtd., IS September, 1936, p. I, Ibid., 2 September, 1936, p. I. 
29 Mathews, Op. Cit., pp. 272-273; El Mundo, IS September, 1936, p. I; lbtd., 26 September, 
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that disorganization was the only poverty they faced, a poverty which 
could be evaded by organizing labor unions. The Free Federation and 
the Socialist Party had never promoted hate between people and races 
in the local social, economic, and political struggles. He condemned the 
attacks on the American people and its institutions which guaranteed 
progress in Puerto Rico. The speech ended proclaiming the sincere 
union between Puerto Rico and the United States H 

The SanJuan Rotary Club invited Iglesias to speak at their weekly 
luncheon. He informed the Rotarians that he had not found one single 
representative or senator in Congress that could explain to him the 
reason for the Tydtng's independence bill. The Resident Commis
sioner told the audience that the Roosevelt Administration did not 
back the aforementioned bill. Weeks before it had been submmed, 
Tyding had informed Iglesias that he was thinking about presenting a 
bill for independence. Iglesias opposed this bill because he thought it 
was a grave error since 80 per cent of Puerto Ricans wanted to remain 
united with the States. In the remote possibility that Washington 
would grant independence, Iglesias wondered how could American 
citizenship be taken away from the Puerto Ricans who wanted to keep 
it?34 

Together with Martinez Nadal and the top Coalitionist orators, 
Iglesias prepared the campaign schedule with the local leaders. He 
requested that the American flag, cogether with the party flags, be 
displayed prominently in clubs and at all activities. The campaign plan 
was called the Victory Crusade and began with a rally in Caguas on 
September 24. After encompassing the entire Island, the campaign 
wound up in SanJuan on November P~ Iglesias expected the Colation 
to achieve a greater victory than in 1932. Barcelo, however, predicted 
that the Liberal Party would win the elections by getting five of the 
seven Senate districts. l6 

Throughout the entire Island Iglesias campaigned with other 
Coalitionist leaders. On two occasions, he shared the speaking plat
form with former Resident Commissioner Jose L. Pesquera, who had 
rejoined the Republican Union Party. The principles and ideas 

H U Mundo, 9 Septemlx:r, 1936, p. S. 
14 Ibid., 23 September, 1936, p. I; Bmhwell, ed, Op. Cit., vol. II, pp. 679-681. 
ll Santiago Iglesias to Socialist leaders, 21 September, 1936; Itinerario de mftines de Ia Cruzada 

de Ia Vicwria del 1936, Archive of lgualdad Iglesias de Pagan. 
16 El Mundo, 1S September, 1936, p. 1. 

35 



defended by Iglesias during this electoral campaign were the same 
ones he had espoused during his lifetime. He sought socio-economic 
and political justice for the working classes. Living standards should be 
raised and permanent union w.ith the United States should be solidifed 
as a guarante.e for liberty, democracy, and social justice. Iglesias 
thought that mdependence would bring more exploitation for the 
workers a$ had happened in other Latin American countries. The 
republic would be beneficial for the capitalists, military, professionals, 
and Creole elite. The Roosevelt Administration and the P.R.R.A. 
program~ ~ere praised .. The 1936 elections were considered by Iglesias 
as a plebtsctte. The chotee was between the Coalition and the Liberal 
Party, between permanent union with the United States and inde
pendence. The Liberals were accused of using P.R.R.A. facilities ·and 
money to control Coalitionist voters. The Socialist Paryt did it best to 
use frugally the limited funds it had for the electoral campaign.H 
. Iglesias analyzed his concept of the fatherland at a speech he gave 
tn the San Juan suburb of Barrio Obrero. He stated that he did not 
believe in the "fatherland full of poetry and lyricism." The fatherland 
he defended was one of "happy homes" for all Puerto Ricans with 
good living conditions for the workers. Iglesias was convinced of the 
universality of the human race and disliked racial differences. 
Although he had been born in Galicia, he was not sure he was an ethnic 
Galician because Spain was a mixture of various races. The fatherland 
of the human race was the whole World.}B The Nationalists, naturally
:were not sympathetic to Iglesias' beliefs. They condemned the Social
ISt leader as a defender of American tyranny and considered that he 
had defined the fatherland as "a trifle."}9 

. T~e Li~eral candidate for resident commissioner, Dr. L6pez Anto
gJOrgt, earned on a very low profile campaign. The noted surgeon had 
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been born in San German in 1881. He received his bachelor's degree 
from Ohio University and his doctorate from Syracuse University 
(1904). At first he practiced medicine in New York City, and then in 
Arecibo and San Juan. Dr. L6p~z Antongiorgi had been active in the 
Unionist, Liberal, and Democratic parties. Returning to New York in 
1917, he remained there until 1936 when he came back and settled in 
Bayam6n. During the electoral campaign Dr. L6pez Antongiorgi 
never seemed to have exposed his political ideals nor the plans he 
would promote in Congress. La Democracia only printed some small 
excerpts from two speeches he gave in which nothing of substance was 
said.40 A Liberal leader, however, considered L6pez Antongiorgi a 
candidate superior to Iglesias because the Doctor was of "genuine 
Puerto Rican blood" and the Socialise "had not done anything chat 
procured prosperity for the Puerto Rican people."4 1 

The Liberal Party actually did not attack 'Iglesias as much as ic had 
done in previous electoral campaigns. Only one article attacking Igle
sias was published in La Democracia. It was signed by someone who 
used the pseudonym of Ariscides . This Liberal follower wrote that 
when Iglesias landed in Puerto Rico in 1896, he appeared as the 
"redeemer of the working classes." For him Socialism was an "instru
ment'' by which he could b~come rich, thus deceiving the ignorant 
working people. After three decades Iglesias had been successful at 
making himself appear as the "promised Messiah" of the workers. 
The people that followed him were under the effects of the "opium of 
deceit and treason" with which he had sedated them. The workers 
were gradually being awakened by Socialist Affirmation.42 

Socialist Affirmation was still active with Florencio Cabello and 
Miguel Bernard Silva.H They condemned the Socialists as "bureaucrats 
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of yellow socialism."44 The Coalition was accused of preventing their 
group from becoming registered as a party. Socialist Affirmation 
urged its followers to vote for the Liberal candidates.4s But what kind 
of candidates were they? They were essentially the same as those of 
1932: landlords and professionals. 

Sunday, October 25 found Iglesias campaigning in the Western 
towns of Lares, San Sebastian, and Las Marias. From there he pro
ceeded to Mayagiiez where he arrived at Palma Hotel at 7:30P.M. 
After so many days of speech making, Iglesias felt tired and was 
considering not attending a big rally that evening in the city's Colum
bus Square. On the way to the Hotel the Resident Commissioner had 
notic~d some ~o~ng students, members of an anti-Coalition group, 
~o~kmg a Coal~tton parade that was passing by. This incident, plus the 
mststence of frtends, convinced Iglesias to go to the rally where some 
ten thousand were listening to Coalitionist orators. Two undercover 
policemen were serving as his bodyguards. Shortly after 10:00 P.M. 
Speaker Garcia Mendez introduced the Resident Commissioner to the 
enthusiastic political crowd. 46 

The theme of the speech was motivated by the mocking action of 
the young students he had seen near the Hotel. The speech dealt with 
the use and abuse of public liberties. The democratic institutions which 
existed in Puerto Rico were praised; such institutions should be 
respected by the youngY Iglesias told the audience of the need of 
prese~ving ~he ."loving American institutions." In a dramatic gesture 
he ratsed hts nght arm and cried, "Keep intact the union with the 
United States:"48 At t~is point, five shots were heard as Iglesias sank to 
the platform to the mtddle of a great commotion. It was 10:25 P.M. by 
the City Hall clock. 49 

One of Iglesias' bodyguards jumped over the platform rail after the 
person who had fired the gun had run away. The Resident Commis
sioner was rapidly taken to Perea Hospital where Dr. Nelson Perea 
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created him. Only one of the bullets had slightly wounded him in the 
arm (close to the armpit) and it was not serious. At 11:00 P.M. Iglesias 
received a phone call from Martinez Nadal who was, naturally, very 
worried. Mrs. Iglesias, who was in SanJuan, was called at this time and 
she left immediately for Mayagiiez with some other members of the 
family Iglesias spent the evening in the hospital and returned home 
the next morning at 8:45 A.M.so 

While the gunman was being detained, one Socialist began inciting 
the crowd to lynch him. The Coalition leaders promptly intervened 
and prevented such an action. Calm was restored by 11:30 P.M., and 
the rally continued until after midnight.H 

The person who had fired the five bullets using a nine millimeter 
Smith revolver was Domingo Santaliz Crespo. He was a 32 year-old 
White tobacco factory worker born in Rinc6n, resident of Dukes 
Labios sector fo Mayagiiez, and a Nationalist. Santaliz Crespo held the 
rank of sergeant in the Rius Rivera Batallion of the black-shirred 
Cadets of the Republic. He had used an unregistered revolver. Taken 
before Municipal Judge Cristino R. Col6n, Santaliz Crespo declared 
that he had decided to kill Iglesias as a result of the Resident Commis
sioner's February 1936 remarks in favor of the disbanding of the 
Nationalists . Stories soon began to circulate that there had been a plot 
where more Nationalists had been involved.S2 

Political tension rose sharply as a result of the assassination 
attempt. Governor Winship considered that the police could maintain 
law and order, and that there was no need to mobilize the National 
Guard. The press condemned the attempt on lglesia5' life. There were 
countless messages, phone calls, and visits of support for the wounded 
labor leader. Besides the Coalitionist leaders and followers, Barcel6, 
Munoz Marin, Gruening, and Ickes expressed their deep concern.H 
The Communist Party also condemned the shooting calling it "abu
sive, criminal, and villainous'' and considered the act prejudicial to the 
independence movemerM. The Communist Party recognized that Igle-
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sias was a leader greatly loved by the Socialist masses.H From Atlanta, 
Albizu Campos joined in also condemning the violent attack against 
Iglesias and said he did not know Santaliz Crespo. 55 

Governor Blanton Winship and Chief of Police Colonel Enrique de 
Orbeta came to Iglesias' residence to confer with him. Martinez Nadal 
also came later and had a long talk. The house at Isern Street was now 
more crowded than ever. The Socialist leader declared that he would 
continue telling the people that their happiness was under the protec
tion of American institutions. He was greatly appreciative of all the 
messages and visits he had received.56 

Two days after the assasination attempt, Iglesias began working in 
his home office again, directing the electoral campaign as usual. He 
considered the elections very important since the status issue had been 
emphasized so strongly. At the last campaign rally held in San Juan, 
Iglesias did not participate for he had stopped making public 
appearances. 57 

Since the beginning of October, Iglesias had received complaints 
that in some towns Liberals were using unfair taCtics against Socialist 
and Republican-Unionist voters. The Benitez Sugar Company of 
Vieques (Playa Grande Central) was accused of firing Coalitionist 
workers from their jobs. The Eastern and Fajardo Sugar companies 
were believed to be taking similar action.58 In Rfo Piedras' Central 
Vannina foremen were accused of threatening Coalitionist workers. 59 
On election day Iglesias received several telegrams from Socialist 
leaders complaining of unfair tactics used by Liberals co prevent 
Socialist electors from voting. Some P.R.R.A. facilities were also being 
used for the benefit of the Liberal Party.6o 

As in 1932 Iglesias and Martinez Nadal were convinced that the 
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Coalition was going to win.t;1 The elecroral campaign had been the 
shortest ever held, lasting only one month. Radio was widely used for 
the first time. Now all women had the same electoral rights as men. 
The anxiety chat women would not voce in large numbers as men did 
was proven wrong when they did vote normally. Iglesias was credited 
with making independence the electoral fighting issue and placed 
separatists on the defensive for the first time in twenty-five years. Bars 
and places chat sold liquor were closed from noon the day before 
election day until the day after. Closed elecroral polls were used for the 
first time in order to reduce multiple voting and further purify the 
electoral process.62 It rained on election day (November 3), thus 
cooling off some volative passions.6~ There was still, unfortunately, 
some violence which resulted in two dead and six wounded.64 

For the 1936 elections there were 764,602 registered co vote. The 
Liberal Party received 252,467 voces (45.9 per cent as opposed co 44.3 
in 1932), elected five senators (as in 1932), twelve representatives 
(three more chan in 1932), and won nineteen municipalities (seven 
less chan in 1932). The Liberals expected to win the electoral districs of 
Arecibo, Humacao, and Guayama, but only won Guayama as in 1932. 
The only important municipalities won were Caguas and Humacao.65 

The Coalition won with 297,033 votes (54.05 per cent as opposed co 54 
per cent in 1932). The Republican-Unionist received 152,739 voces, 
elected seven senators (as in 1932), fifteen representatives (three less 
chan 1932), and won in twenty-seven municipalities (two less than in 
1932). The Socialises obtained 144,294 votes, elected seven senators 
and twelve representatives (as in 1932), and won in thirty municipali
ties (eight more than in 1932). Iglesias was thus re-elected to Con
gress. It had been the Sooalist Party who came out third in votes but 
first in winning the largest number of municipalities. No third party 
in the history of Puerto Rico has ever equalled this electoral achieve
ment. The Communist Party obtained 77 votes in Utuado and 8 in 
Jayuya. The Partido Independentista got 3 voces in Maricao. The 
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Nationalist Party, which did not participate in the elections, received 1 
voce in Aguas Buenas. United Workers Affirmation Party, a Socialist 
dissident group, obtained 8 voces in Lofza, 24 in Patillas, 28 in Salinas, 
and 368 in Humacao. The votes obtained in Humacao were enough to 

defeat the Coalition and allow the Liberals to win in that municipality 
by 221 votes. 66 

Iglesias was quite satisfied with the electoral results.67 The elec
tions had proven that the majority of Puerto Ricans wanted "only 
union with the people of the United States" as he had always told 
Washington authorities.68 The Insular electorate had decided to main
tain institutions that guaranteed peace, economic betterment, and 
social tranquility.69 For Mufioz Madn the electoral results were to be 
expected because of the negative results of the "monstrous Tyding's 
Bill" which assured the victory of the CoalitionJO In the opinion of 
other Liberals, like Barcelo and Lastra Chariez, the Coalitionist victory 
was made possible thanks to corporation "gold".7 1 Iglesias answered 
this accusation by requesting that the Liberals show the list of corpora
tions and landlords who backed the Liberal Party. Barce16 and Lastra 
Chariez, furthermore, said Iglesias, should not forget the P.R.R.A. 
facilities used and the money collected by that agency for several years 
from other sources. 72 Gruening considered that the electoral results 
demonstrated that Puerto Rico wanted "permanent union with the 
United States. "H 

El Mtmdo considered the 1936 elections a "model of equanimity" 
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and that the amendments to the electoral law had "purified the moral 
atmosphere."74 Ickes congratulated Winship for his share in conduct
ing the elections in such an orderly fashion.7~ Barcel6, however, 
thought differently and wrote to President Roosevelt claiming fraud 
and the partiality of Winship to the Coalition.76 Furthermore, he 
declared that he had proof of the fraud.77 The pro-independence El 
Jmparcial in its editorial said that Barcel6 did not have proofs to claim 
electoral fraud because the elections had been honest. 78 

The fight inside the Liberal Party between Mufioz Marin and 
Barcelo had been suspended during the electoral campaign. During 
this truce, Mufioz Madn had campaigned actively in the districts of 
Arecibo and HumacaoJ9 He wanted then to preserve the unity of the 
Party of which, he claimed, 70 per cent of its followers. After 
November 3, Mufioz Marin planned to form a new party the platform 
of which would be independence with economic justice.80 When the 
electoral results of 1936 showed that the Liberals had lost, Barcelo 
furiously blamed Mufioz Marin for the defeat 81 The truce now came to 

its end. Shortly afterwards the two leaders met and Mufioz Marin 
suggested their going to Washington to work for independence with 
favorable econom1c terms. Barcelo flatly refused.82 Mufioz Marin was 
now slowly beginning to form a new party based on A.S.I. and was 
trying to lure some prominent Socialist to join him as vice-president. 8 ~ 
Now he proceeded to go to Washington (November 19) to further his 
political goals. Barcelo declared that Mufioz Marin was no longer 
worth of representing the Liberal Party.84 Walter Mck Jones now 
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became the Liberal representative in Washington.8~ Lacking Gruen
ing's and Barcelo's support, Mufioz Marin's influence in the Roosevelt 
administration was dramatically reduced.86 

Resident Commissioner Iglesias had originally planned to stay in 
Puerto Rico nursing his wound until December. The bullet had 
remained in the arm muscle and was never removed because it caused 
no pain. He was busy dealing with Party and government matters. To 
President Roosevelt he sent a congratulatory message, received a visit 
from Gruening, and had an interview with Winship at La Fortaleza.s7 

The police carried out an investigation and arrested three more 
Nationalists who together with Santaliz Crespo had alledgedly 
planned the murder attempt.88 These Nationalists were found inno
cent and freed. Santa liz Crespo was found guilty and received a ten year 
jail sentence.89 

The Free Federation Executive Council met at Iglesias' house on 
November 19. There they approved a three-year organization plan to 
begin in January, 1937. The purpose was to revitalize and expand the 
membership of the Free Federation throughout the Island. Due to 

Alonso Torres' declining health, Nicolas Nogueras Rivera was named 
acting secretary-general of the Free Federation to relieve Alonso 
Torres of most of the workload. With thirty-three sugar mills out of 
forty-one a new convenio giving workers a 12 per cent increase in 
salaries was to be signed.90 

Early Sunday morning November 22, Iglesias left by plane for 
Washington. Recent political development appear to have convinced 
him that more important matters had to be dealt with in Washington 
rather than in San Juan. Pagan was again elected acting president of 
the Socialist Party. Mrs. Iglesias returned later to Washington.9t 
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