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£1 porlero i. R~inald" Ar~nas ' s most meticulously st ructured and carefully
finislKd nevel. Wrinen in Ne.... York City, and published slwrtly be fore his
death in 1990, ""'... i, Raoon 10 see it .. a fi....1 summalion o f his politicill .00
phil""'l'hical thought. ' The DO\'c1 ~ some: of the dw.,t~ri$linof a fable,
"" ilh a.nimal etw-xln-s .,..,ning ud acting lIle human beings.~ animals
take turns delivering a SCfi~. of monologues that conform to Wo lfga ng Ka)'SCl" S

fon llulation th," a fah lc or parable .hould be of a pcr-s ua. ive, argumenlative
and c"rnpara tive naturc.' Given th"t £ / (l0rtao eo" {(}frn. in th is way t" the
genR "f the {able . a Quc" ion tha t ari.." i. "" hat arc tbe<-<: animal. arguing
aboul~ A .ingk reading o{thi, n,,,cl...-ill ...ffi« lO affirm thattho:y ~ search
inS fOf Iib<-ny: "'" frttdo.>m to escape from their h" rnan ma<lCTS and ernte a
oocicIy that fulfil~ IMir nccd<. A.ide from this gmnaliu tion. the monolopc:s
erea tCan initial impre..ion of "'lually ...Iid urrc.. i<NlS of individualities hav.
ing Iinle in rommon. other than their right to exrsr. In this essay I will demon
m ate how thcse anima l> find fn.:cdom by mean. of c.eat ing a communist
"toria . In th is wnse £ 1 por/ern is Ihe o pposite of George ("", ell ' •.4""nal
F_ . a fable ".b....e animal. Io<.e tbeir freedom in 1M altc:mpt: 10 <;n:at~ a WIn

muniOl society '
It might seem pando~ic.al to affinn that lhe infl""""e of Ma.--. ism pre·...il.

in lIoc ",'or!< of a ".Tiler ".ho declared himself 10 be an erk:rny o f OOnnnun..m.
N",·ct1hclc.., the political thought thai can be extrapolated from Arcna.', ""o rk
is ratinna l, systema tic and dialc'1; tieal1y ma lerialis t. In a word it is Mauisl.'
Arclli1-< criticized the Cuban .eyo lu!i,," fot not h~ing up 10 the ideals o f Marx
ism. lie "'as aho a critic of eapi!ali<m. ".h ich in his ",on.. is i<!cnti f...-d .. ith
revisionism Of pbony oommun;$m. III Ar=as 's earlier ~l$ the Marxist 000
tent is 1<:<-< obriou< Ihao io £1porfrM; "",cnbc-Ie<.. il is a eharaetcriOlic of hi.

1;/ "",",,,, " .. ,..",II, hl,.t><d '" • h <och " ."...".. '" i . ... I" """Off, P."., r.-c."" 4< ..
~.....""""'. Two <do 0( EI"...,..., ..~ ..... pEI..t1<d b<r... A.....•• -. ........
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",0<\ from Cdesfino dltl,·~.kl "'hd o"'''3rd• .' In 1h.J1 ",wel the namllur', fam
ily ,~ I'C'J'lnC'nted as a miCfOC<Km of Ihe- nploillui"e- and I'C'J'rnsi"e- social re
!allons of rural pre-re-mlulionary Cuba. £1 ...undo <J1....i_lr can be rad as a
o)mboli<: '1JUC1UJC" W I refcn 10 I.... ;nlc-rKlal"""h,p bc1"'C"C"!l idC"ology. soci
C"Iy and t.... ~...,;. In'olUlionary wbjC"-ct;n Ca,uo'o Cuba.' Or,,, ,,,,,, r l .......
<kalo ",nh eommodlly fC"li>h"m and eonuilt'i a Mani;t critiolur of 1hC" polm.
cal economy ofCub.a.' The ack....."'kdgcmml of An:.....•• relationship 10 Man.
I'm has brrn repre;>ed by \C!orI"Ie of Iho5c "' ho ha,·" ",mten aboul tbi. ",·rilCl".

for undC"rotandable- r"a",n,. ..\ many of lhem are. lik" my....lf. Cuban Amen
eaWl, and by Arenas b'm>clf. ""00 ""ould be lhc 1.... PC""" 10 admit be ",.., a
Ma""i But it mu,t """ be f"'goUe-n that he ",enl to fllht with the revolulion·
ary f"re in the Si"rra Ma,:.l ra. wa, C"ducmoo by lit.: r",·"lulion and "'lIS .ym·
pathctic to its cau>c. He turned again.t the re"olution when Ihe repressi ..c state
eapitali,m of Castro ', g"vemmenl became e"ident and h" was pcrs,:eutcd as a
homo>cxuaL Arena' may have se-cn t"I porl"m a.s a linal opportull ity to expres.
deeply held political and philosophical con..iction, in no,ell,tic form. Why al
Ihi, ti", e- in hi. life-if my Ihesi, i. correct -<loe. lie ..xl'...... Ihcs<: con..iction.
in le",,~ of a communi.. falll..·! Could Arcoass experience of life in a third·
"'<>rId country. and of ........nomic de-privalion and discrimination in thc third
"'or ld ...ithin ManhattaD hI"c SIlmC"Ih mg 10 do "'illl Ibi. ? 10 hi. autobiography
A It/..~ '11M! U ltOCh C Cd . Arenas ....Ialn tllal Uzaro GOmez• • Cuban immigranl
",110 ""as a dosc friend of IIi.. and .'ao a do<.vman. ....1$ a _= of ilt'ipiration
for £I poria". In N C"" York City, Gi>"",z spent oomo: I1me ;n a ps)'ebiatric
"""Pilat &<. a result of a """"OlIO breakdo"'ll. An......· s dcocripboll of Ibi. Cf'i
......sc ~U" ...ts be fell be had 00fTIC things in "ommon ...ith G<.\m<:z: MYa DO

e-.an-Ioi mismn;; tw.ia""" ,'i..o d horror de 1IO hospibl m !'Oucoa Yon; la
lucura. la mi...na. d maltralO.la di...-rirninaciOn- .' Amus dC"Ocrilx-s hi. friend·,
job I.' bring '"tIDO <Ie 1... mcjorn lid mundo-;' in conjunction "'illl the pas.sage
r«'viously quoted. Ihis upre...n :I feeling of idcnlifi"ali<JII "'ilh proletarian
cla..-consc iousnes. ba.'>Cd on Ihe sllared upericnce- of ~eunomie depri~alion

and racia l <li ....riminalion . For Arena. thc c~ pericnee of Ii fe in Ihc Unilcd S,a"",
may w~ 1l bavc had a radi~al i l i llg effcct on a poli li~al .... n'ihility lhal «·as al
ready M"aist, £1 I'"rl"m i~ a product of this c ~pcricnee,

The protagoni" of El poria" is Juan, a doonna'i in a luxurious apartm~ nl

buil<ling who is oh,." , cd with telling c,"cryone bc m~e" al<oul a duor that al.
10.... a,-":C~S to ·'true happi"",,, :' AI first Juan·, preoccupation with a fonn of
Ne« -Agc rny,rici.m. a m~taph)'sical donr lhal lcad~ ;nl<'l another dimeo.i"". i•
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IlOl~d on a oon><;iou"""'S f)f anu.goni$lif,; da» rdalion~ lb31 'O\lld J".'S" a
threal kllhe pri.-ikp "ay of lifr f)flhr IrNont' "bo li\ , in the building ... herr
he "o,b . Allhou~h .... i~ a proku.rian, he duM ..... S« himsel f n a member of
an oppr~"ed social c1as~, and does nOI e'I'r~" any inlerest in Ihe Uisl~ n(C of
Ih is <lppres...:d d ass as .<Kh. Juan belong. to lI>e pri'ikgcd .lrata " f prolelar_
WIs; he's ..nioni~nt. he works fun lime undo:r lOkrahIc "orking condilions and
"",S a \i.-ing wa~c. It's .ignifteant IlIaI a~ an immigranl ....ho (Iile A",ll.3.~) left
Cuba during Ihe Mariel "" OOus (1 9110l, Juan olllain, hi, joh by mean, of hi,
conn«lion Iv a nel....ork of economiully and "ially suc'C$sful immigrants
... 00 kfl Cuba before 19 110. In !he J.;nilc-d SUlc lhanks w hi. bcncfac:....... Juan
",,-cr r,~es prolon,cd UnempJoymenI '" "Ireme hardship. Hr If'<'Tl<b hi,
...onin, hours in pleasant sum><lndinlls. A. far a, hi, awareness of lhe under
dass i. concerned, il is non~, i,lenl. In Ihi ~ ""nse. Juan has w melhi ng in com
mon wilh Rel mald Ocnny, the InKk dri,er " -00 ... itS bellieD dwing lhe Lm
AAgcln rrbellion in 19'J2. 1"' 0 lean afte.. lhe rublicalion 01' £I port..ro. In a
joint appearance on Ihr Phil Ovnahuc sh<,,,, ....ilh Hr nl)l Wat...., . OOC of Ihe
young me"" accused or bealing h,m. Ocnny had Ihe rollowing I" say: "1 used to
jusl d ri . 'c Iherc [Soulh Cenlra l L.A.] wilh my ...-indo",. rolled up. The~k

there didn ' t niSI: f", me. 00 April 29 cbeir ni5-lcncr came crubinSlhruugh
my ...indow.-" Similarly, lhe animal characters " f £1 port<'I'V f<llm an under
class llIaI n isI, liler1llly un<lcr Juan' . n"",. bul of ",-hO!'C e, i.lenec as a das<
be is unawa", _The ,,«,nd part of Ihe "'weI 1~IlS Ihe slory of ho.... lh~sc ani
....1.. ITM)S( of ",-hom '"'" lhe 1m.aII1 '~ J'I.'ls. acl logctho:r in a cla.s-con""iousnc..
....y to radJUlly alter Juan', undc.--.tanding of hIS ",lalJOnShip w oociCly, and
to lran. form this vnden.tand inll inw IT\-'olulionafy precnee.

"-1<»1 crilk s who ha,-c ~Iud ied £1 porl,·ro ha.~ condudcd Arc"",', novel
doc, 001 represent a lotalil ing rolilical or phi l""""hical recssage. Francisco
Solo. for n amplc, considers thaI ~En Of"'5if,;iOa a la r" l>ula tradicional qur
ofree;" infonnaciOa~H;.a de cOmo vivi" £1 p<wlnv "" ofrcce ...1<Kionc1o a
\00 problemas que aquejan al h' lfllhn;: eomemporinc'O."" In the second pan of
£1 porl" ro Ihe animal characl~rs panicipal~ in n"""ling~ thai lellt! 10 Ihe plan·
ning "f a c11'~k.... society tbat diminat,.. r ,ploilahon and ref'I'C"CIIls • means
of ,..,i.fYlllg lhe ir ,nd,,'idual and collecti.-r needs . Whether Of OOC Ihis kind of
iOCW:ty offen a solnlioo 10 the prohlems lIlal rlagU<' w nlcmrorarY mao is above
.n a political '1""1;011. S",O mn'l lind someth",g olljcclionab lc about .....dical
onc:iallransr"rmal ion a,; I solution w 0\lIl" probll/'Ms. as he~ lhl: p0

litical~gc of £1pori"" by e<ch>din~ from bi~ <:uay any nomtion of lhe
MIcmpt 10 create an allcma!i,"c snciccy ha.ed on weh lransfonnalion.
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William Luis 's essay on the narrative of Arenas, Luis Rafael Sanchez and
Julia Alvarez includes a section on EI poria" and contains sugge'tive obser
vat ions on the similar ity betw~'<:n Ameri~an capitali sm and Cuhan communism,
the exploitali ve relationship betweenthe tenants and Juan, and Juan 's role as a
liberator. Bul Luis docsn' t go far enough with th~ class analy", . Fur example,
he alTnm, Ihal "La vo~ ~olc~tiva y a""nima del narrador, que no cs Arc"a" sc
independi lAl de eualquier int~rpretaci6n fouada que ct lector quisiera baccr
hasada en una equivucada identif,eacion de qui"n podria scr el narrador 1\ el
escritor." " This is correel, hut it ignores the fact that the narrative voicc i<lcn 
tities itself with the Cuban t>ourgeoisie throughtoul the novel: "somn< ciuda_
danos practieos, rcspetahlcs, muchos enriquecidos, y micmhros de la nacion
hoy por huy mas po<Ierosa del mundo;" " "muchos miemhros de nue<tra pro<.
pem comunidad han utiliz.ado In< servicio<del <e~or Rozeman con tal "~ito que
algunn< han Ilegado a ser presidentes de bancos internacionales..." (74 ). When
the narrative voice announces at the end of the nm'e1 that "Nu~stra imi~"

c\peranl,,-nu~stra gran arma--cs nue, ITO [>Onem." this is in the contc" of
lhe right_wing Cuhan e~ile community '< struggle against "nue'tro antagoni'ta"
(Castro), a< thc allies of this community ("10' aliados" (The United States])
are not considered to be trustworthy (155)_Ca<tm was al<o regarded with high
expectation, hy much of thc Cuhan t>ollrgeoi sie at the beginoing of the revolu
lion, in hi, cesc as onc who would Iiberatc them from the Balista dictatorship.

for Lui, the liheration of the animals from man is problemali~al be~au",

it ,ugge'ts that "e1 hombre mi,mo ~" eorrupto por naturalcla l' cnemigu de la
t .....a humana."" This liberation lx'<:"mes more understandahle when it is con_
sidered thal F.l l'''rlero is an allegory of proletarian revolution wherc humanity
is for the mo<t part rerresented by the upper-class residents of a luxurious
apanment huilding, and is funher identified with the bourgeoisie by means of
the narrative vuicc Thu< Arena,'s novel sugge.ts that not man in general. bUI
one social class in panicular (the t>ourgeoisie), " is corrupt and thc ~n~my of
the human race,"

The Bakhtinian concept of dialogi, m. a, il ha. hccn applic-.J hy critics. such
as Alma Camaeho·Ging~rich in her ar1ielc on £ / porlem. stresses <ynchrunic
over diachronic relationships: '"Para Arena,. ~omo para Bakhtin , la came
val i ~ac i,," impliea 10 parOdieo en la mcdida en que equivalc a confrontaciOn,
int~raceion, ehoque l' confusion cs dccir euando equivale a inlerlexlu(Jlidad:

" \li;(I "", 1_"". " FI <bvlu~m;",,", do to. 001<""'"' "" I........i" , "-;bd1o d< R, i..1do Arrou. t..d.''''<1 """he, Y J"h. AI..,,". w T""... .. Rn';,'" G""ml J. 10 ~'• •wn.Jad J.' _ ~;ro. 2_
1 (1m, W_71; p. 10

" ,,_~ £I ",""'ro. Mi, mi. Ed", .." " " U, i"m.l. 1_; p I l , All~ "t<""",,,,. to th.. """" ",II
he I i.·.. """, ,,he,,,,.II, .ftcr q""",""",

.. l",~ <>p. ';1.; p. ' 1
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I.a tIansPOS;CK>n de uno 0 nlios s"lnnas de sipl(K a OU'O. ~" Confrontalion.
.oock and confusion :are I........ lhaIlmd 1hern~1\"CS 10 describing mommwy.
r:aDdom collision. btf..'ttn oiJll fyolems, Inlcracl ion io mo;>~ appropriale I(>

d.....,ribing lhe d.;~eIOf'"",nl of lhc~ O}'OlC1M ever a period of li~, bul only in
lhe n .&UC"1 sense of Ihe word. Howevcr. the philooophical essence of EI por
' ( 1'0 i, ("' will be demon ' tral ed) a Iheory a l>u ut lhe lall.'ful de~dormen l of
sign.: dial""lical malerialis", . The trad itional carnival (on which Ihe concept
of Ih" carn i ~ .l e.quc i, based I i. 100 indus i ~ e 10 be lruly ~~olulionary: All
!IOCial c la,~, can pan icipale on an equal basis , In the secood p;ut of A~nas' s

leol lhe boor' ....i. i" i. n cludcd from lhe new sociely, Camin l i. . ....fety nl~e

lhat allows sociery 10 let o ff Olcarn. II ...-rYes a profoundly conscn-:lli~e pur.
I""'C by f""' ......llinglhc pcrmanenI oansformalion of soeic-fy.

Tbe namlll\'c wucture and Conlenl of the firs! part o f £/ p<J'1nO symbol.
ee lhe uiurnrh of the~....i. ic: 10 lhe age of the co ilapst' of oommunism.
We ha'e CUTIIf: a long .. ay since E:I "'"ndo "'11<:;"""'" ( 1%9), A. c>f'l'O'!>Cd I(> a
multiplic ity of n.l/Talive voices IILaI .ymbn1i7c !hc conflicl he,....ccn lhe f'CNI'CC'
t, ~es of diffe renl lIOC ial cla, SC'!\. lhe", is one lhal c laim, 10 rern::<OCnl the enli re
Cuban American communily in Ihc firs! person plural, bOll lhal idenlifie' lhi s
eommunily wilh lhe Cuhan American bourgeoi 'ie:

..Quo' .,...,... -.I<o" ..Quo< .. ofr«Wromos la J_I~...-rru p".""'".? 0- 00.1. pur
_ 1_ <anL ,. .. . _ la, I"""'U <I< __ fftOd<ft<_ en c ..... GobIn 'l""
.. ao'to <1<1 .. P"'" ... " I " ... __ ho,.. ""'"
_ ......... _ , ~ .. ,.,vr.-;, ......... , _
-.ecr .. _ ~ ~ , ' .. .-·h'M _ . tBI

1lrc: idcnlif",alion "f Cuban Amcricam " i!h . .. ay nf life and a 5ct of n lUC"l
thal may be clLaracl~"TiLed as bnulJOOis i, inaccurale,'" DOl all members of lhi.
oommunilY partake of lhe<><: values. or be lOllg to lite midd le or Ul'J'<.T da, SC'!i,
in rart one lhe wlc played by the I""'cr ela.. i. marginalized hy lrealing Ihe
b<.urgeo;sic a. rcrr~-..:nlali..c , of humanily in general:

Il< .mKUDO IJ....,1 pod•• .,.,.,....,. qu< 10 n_io de: _ ""","110 S'-Itb<
_I y pur cu.· ;.;" 10 <I< t<do• •1 .......00. __ ...ir Y"alir <1< ... <"'*"'10
• """._ <I< "'_ • """"_ <I< IICD<S. a!'<o<riM.. <I< ..obo "._ • __
,,,,; ,..._ (1 41

1lrc: phrase "'y f'O< cuensWn Ia de wdo cl mundoM implies thai for Juan lhe
_ reprcseIIt "'·CI}"ooc. In fact, !be Ii"n of hundred, of millions o f people
tbrougbout the world. includmg lhose in Ihe Unucd Slllln ,,'ho In: p<NW, ha,'c
lillie in common ... ilh Ihe rri " i1<:ged C1 i "e~c " f Il1O" of lhe)C ICllMlts. Tbe

" ~I,"" c.......-lI<> h,",erich. -fl p' m: . " " d'" ""'" "~ 'lf" • 1.0 re. l;.bl d< 1.0 i,,,. lodoof', R,;.",I,b
~....- "''''..... ,. """'.,..,. R ld:> 'Oo.<lIe2, <d. M,I4Oi, fAtic 1!o......I. I.... , 71-fl ,.' :.
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only lenant_ who beloog to Juan's social class arc the building's custodian and
hi, family, Their ehamic existencc in an apartment fillcd wilh an odd assort
ment of objects ("Flmes plas lieas , mui\ccas sin braNS, libro, dcshojados,
hue><Js dc ave_ ..... (67) and Ihc custodian's lack ot ctass-consciousncss or soli 
darily wilh Juan (Iikc Ihe tenanls he lurns ag~in'l him) symbolizc, In term, of
fam ily life, the disorganiled and dep<Jliliei~ed working cl~" in Ihe Unilcd
Stale. during the Rcagan years.

£1 porlero contains a denuncialion of Cuban communism in the con~ersa

lion belween Casandra Levinson, a Columbia Uni ~crs i ly professor. and Juan,"
l Ie point' out to her that the "workcr '. paradi.c" sbc considcr< Cuba 10 be is a
repressive dictalorship and America i_ by COnlra,1 a "free" . ociely ( 4Q). Ca<an
dra Levin,on Iries 10 converl Juan inlO a supportcr of Castro. bul hc is nO!
cooperalive. due to the .uttering he experienced in Cuba. In lerm< of what ,he
say' to Juan, Levinson gi~e< the impression of being an orthodox commuoist
and a resolute enemy of Ihe bourgeoi<ie. BUI a< the narra tor make< clear, by
means of providing pertinenl biogr4ph,cal informalion about hcr soda')', slock
market investmenls, and social habit<, she is hourgeo i<: "Ella iba a Cuba dos °
Ires veces al a~o, Se bospedaba gratui lamente en los mejores boteles y adema.
de rccibir la_ or icntaciones pcrtincnlcs. d~'<ataba una activi dad ,exual tan inten_
sa que al regresar venia convenida en una dama rcspetabi li,ima, caSia y moral
que practicaba cast devotamenle la abstinencia" (47). While she is in Cuba, the
only u. e she has for Cuban•• other than mcmbers of thc ruling class is, il secm.,
a, ,cxual objcct,. Shc obtains sex ill ex.hangc for malcrial goods not easily
acqu Ired ill Cuba, Juan can sec Ihrough Ihe vcncer of revol utiooa')' rhelor ie to
the hypocr itical and exploitative e«enec of Levin, on as he has eneountcred Ihis
type of personali ly beforc in Cuba;

p"", C.,.ndro l<"in,,'" segui. h.M.n<!<, y 'u d;scu"",, 10 reoo.-.t.t.. . 1 pono", I..
mi,,,,,,, palabro., la mi,,,.. hip6<;ri.. "',,;,-;,, <I< 10> agent<' <l<t Min i,t<.-i<J ,klln,< <i".,
<nanoo .,.. ""ilado "" I. Emb.joJ. d<l 1'<rU "" 1-" fl. ban•. I".~" Oe h""". ,..IOd<, de
rrndirlo por h.mbre jun'o, Jie< mil ochoci<n.., 1'<r>,,\,., ol"'l.ban . h,,,-•• .... ",<i.
de "prir>c ipio< sociales y roo,.k," pa" qU< de,i";",,, en ' us int<nc"""" de ,h."""""r
01 pa i•. (47)

E.·cn though Juan e\'alualcs Casandra Lcvillson pcrcc'Plivcly. hc docs nnl
rcalizc how eorrCCI shc is in b~, appraisal or his relationship 10 the tenants:
"~No sc da ustcd eucnla ... dc 10 miscrable de su vida, ahriClIdole la puena a
gente que 10 despr~", ia y 10 consid.ra infcrior?" (48). Neither is he aware of
how prcseient shc is wbcn shc affirms "la " mca ayuda que ustcd pucdc brin
darle a 13 humanid ad c, incorporalldosc a la lueha de clascs hasta lograr
cl triunfo de los ohreros' (4l(). The formal signi ficance of thc conlrad lcliun

" c...oo.. Lo,u,..... ~ _ .. ,he .., I,lir, <~'<" or '»n<h I""i,,,,,,. "'" I)""""" of "'" C.<n'"
fo< l"l»' S",,",.. in New V<rl e,ry
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f;JC3led by Ibis cla-'ih of opposing \"irApomts "ill be: bean W>Ocnlood . fin.
reading of tho; so;o;ood pan of tho; n,,,d. F.... now u ""ill he affinn<:<! that like
her m}1holuJ il;a1 namcsale, Ca"'ltdra i~ a I""'f'hI:te~ woo is rd'illed.

f or Juan the tenants a..." for the IttO'I pan. • group of successful individ\l'
als. lie due l nOI See them. at first, as representatives of an oppressive social
class. However. as Ihe fil'lt part of 1.:1 por/em pr<>grclseS. it becomes evid<..'1\1
thai Aren~ n iticizes American soci~1Y within tb!: Marxist trad ilioo. The nar·
m ivc voice, which elalm. kI base its ~ory on information received h om other
membcn of tho; Cuban Arlll:rican romm""';ly and <Ill J.....,·s ....Tlting. (97}, has
an importanl role 10 play in !his alliq"". Much of wbal it lI3TTIItcs., ind ud lns
lhe plot. information about lhe diffemll cbancten in the no,'el and !be ITIO§l

inlimate dcuil. of Juan'. <:mo(ion.l !ife, can be ",ad as crillci, m of cap,tal.
ism. As w'ell as affirmins it represents the bourgeoisic, the naTTatwc .'oice it·
self sub.'er1 ' capitalism. This contradictory role puts inlo qu estion w'ho is
naTTal;ng. a queslion lhal cannN ...,ally be answered. The usc of the narralive
voice for this sub.-e...ive purpose docs nol alfeci ils ideological affilatioo io
lhe rest of the no.-c1. or il.' p.:rceplion of the representali"" of Ihal affi liation
in the rnt of the no"eL Of its pcn:cplK>n of !be rqwes,:ntation of that affi lia·
tion as dan idenlity. which, as lH)I[ed dunng the diSCUSSion of LuIS article.
mnaim~ throoJghoul. An implied message of £1parr..,... i, lhat it ..ill
take more !han nuJ3,ing • cOTTUYNni~ fable 10 signlficanlly alln the class na·
ture of the Cuban Am<.Tican bourgcosie.

The read.:-r i. introduced 10 a series of charaetcno who in Ihe WIlTse ofthcir
interaction with Juan exemplify ditrercnt a'I"-'<."lo of burgcois society in a highly
schematic manner. In I<:rms of thIS analy.is lhr~.., of these characters arc highly
significan\. The episode. ",'ilh Roy Friedman and Nancy n cmplify. res"'.... ·
Ii~ly . c~pi...li.1 relalions of productiun and commodity cire"I~lion. The: epi·
sode . 'illt JOSC'ph R OLCltl<dI da.ls ",'illt commodity f(1iv. i~m ..... eoosump(ioa.

Roy Friedman i, " l<."1W11 ,,'100 tries 10 convince othen Ih.al lbe S<>IlIl>: of
Ilappiness in life i. ba~ 011 the c,change of candy. lbe gi,;ng and reaivinl
of..-andy is reminiscent o f !be c:u.tom of gi,-ing <:andy to disl " i"'" children
",110 go from door to door 00 Hallov.«tt , It 's "". Iomary f..... them to say -mck
Of tn:at~ 10 the per...n ...h" ~omes to th~ door, implyinl\ thaI Ih" ,", who givc no
candy will be subjttlcd to a miwhievou< prank. Children demand I" be bribed
with candy a< the price for leaving adults in I"-"ace, This "OTU o"t to lit<: ad·
vantage uf tile adults. as candy is rdali"e1y inexpensive_Anolher w.y of say·
ilIl lhis is the ad"lts are able to pre'iCl"Ie lheir dominalion o,er children by
..... of an IU'CQIIII exchange lhat don no! significantly alief the statu, quo.
Friedman·, rhilosopby. which he e,pound. 10 Jua.n ancr in,-iti"l him 10 hil
apartment. raises !be pIlnciplc of lhe unequal ncbansc...hcrct>y lhe price of
social harmony is meas"red ill candy, 10 the lcvel of. Cllcgorical imperative ,
But in contra.t 10 the .i tuatiOIl prevailing in Hall_·tt" , those who r f'Cei .... the

201



Vol. xxrX. Nom,_t y 2, 2002

candy {certainly not all of them children). have the greater burden uf eumpul
sion thruse upon them: "y subre toou. ay. aque! que no aeepla eI earamelo esta
perdido" (1 7). This philowphy i" an expre", ion of the de"ire 10 maintain rela"
lions of dominahun. which in the final analysis arc relation" of bourg....,is dumi·
nation, for as inexpensive a price as flO'sible for the class Friedman represents.
In his system. exchange between equal subjects forms the end point of a con
tinuum leading from the rea l conditions of existence to ideology: from bour
geois exploitalion tu ab"tract e>:.change, Once the exi"ten..", uf social cia".... is
taken into account, the exchange between apparently equal subjects is revea led
as an exploitative relationship in which the proletariat, who do not own the
means of production. are compelled to exchange what they du own. their labor
power. for, if not candy, th<.-n a" luw a wage as possible by the owners of lhe
means of production,

The self-interest that is the umtated driving force behind Friedman's ph,
losophy ofhfe also affects social relation s between those who buy or sell com_
modities in the capitalist markel , These individuals need each other in order to
carry Out the" lrans.aclions, but one sell> for a" much money as possible and
the other tries 10 save as milch as possible. They arc thus wholly dependent on
each utkr and fundamentally antagonistic or indifferent 10 each olher's inter
ests. For e>:.ample: Juan goes shopping for Christmas presents in "Nancy's"
(a paro<ly of Macy's). He moves between a dazzling array of products and
salespeople. ranging from elcgamly auired women who spray him with II types
of perfume to the nwner of the store, Nancy . who straps a parachute on Juan
allowing him to jump off a balcony. However, he must pay before he jumps:

N",cy. , icmprc e>lrcmodamcn'c COl1C., Ic olar~o Ia foc'." del J"IT••"ida, """ qu<: ",

firma"". pregun'oudol< ,i pagario cn cash 0 con tar)cta dc crCd ilO.

_ Yo ..., uhi' qU<: '.n;' q"" """',..-... '0 _ d~o Juan ..".Iando fW"I . 1 "",.,,"'ida,,

- iC"""" __ I><aroo.l "'''''Y. , iIbi,.,,,,,nl< It.n,fo".".d. .. un, 11.... ...... ,i q"" qu ,,,,,,
","'.I ""'" ,. """,,,,,,,,i. Y"" "'11"'..""C"'" "" 00 que y,-, ";w y "'I.i par. ju~ar" (KI)

The freedom created hy an overahundance of products, whether this is in lerms
of the opponuni!y 10 make a living hy ,elling lhem or consumer choice, i.
undercm hy the fundamental antagonism of human relatiom mediated by the
commodity form, As Richard Liehlman has observed, '"This ant'lgolll,tic atom
ism masquerades in the guise of autonomy, self realization, and personal fn",'
dom."" But Ihe dialectical counlc'l'"n of Ihis individualism is the mulual
dcpendence that const'lu'e. the deep structure of eapita li,t social reali ly, This
dependence is a form of domination, as it is nOl undcr Ihe eolk", tive eonlrol of
sociely. The foundalion of !>ourgeoi s individua li.m is soci,,1 powerlessness.
Real individuality differs from bourgeois individual ism and is possible on the
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~is of tho: "Xial rcgulalioo of prooJlJC1ioo acwrding to tho: n=is of !he 00....
m...nil)' and ilS members. By means of Ihi. regulation, individualism, fOlllJodcd
a< il i. on ..!C ial pvwerk..ncss. Can he repla(w by a syslem of"f~ individ...•
alily. be...'d o n the universal dndopmenl of individuals and on the subordina.
lion o f Ihe ir comrmUlaJ, social prodoclivil)' a' their soc ial weallh. ~ " 0 01)' ancr
the malmal basis for an tagonistic ..... i.al and cla." relalions has blxn ..limi·
Rllred. only after tho: srruchiTC of R'ciprocal~ proo::tu«d by ....mmod
ily exchanp has b<:al rq>1a<;cd by Ihe individIW aU!OOOllly made p<.>loSiblc by
socializ.cd prodUC-liun. "';11 the individ....l m<:mb<'n of loOf,:iety whjCCl Ihcir in·
len"da lC<!ncSS 10 their colle<;livc coolrol.

Jua n struggles 10 preserve his individuali l)', which is connecled 10 his per
ception of himsdf a. a redeemer who wiU lran.form W<; iely. in an environ·
m<nl inimical 10 lhe u pre...s ion all<! dev-..lopm.:nl o f thi s in.Jividuality. Most of
!h.. Ietlan" re lale 10 Ju.an as " means for lhe f...lfillmenl o f their nCClk: Ihcy
have Iinle or tIO inlern! in 1m needi . Joseph R<m:man sen Ju-an as " po!CRliai
11_ adverlisnocnl for his dcola1 practice:w~ de 1Odo,- he te lls Jl.laR,
-como JlUf1m> me haria una ..~celcnte I""P"ganda~ (76). He Dies 10 coovin.ce
Juan to n.l'LKe his 1,,<;lh with " !oC1 o f oV-(1"Silcd false leelh W I will ercalc the
impression lie i. al"' ays smiling. ROl<'man wan" to tran sf",m Juan inlo some _
One wilh a radiant smile who looks like a winner. In a lIi~lIly compeli tivc so
ciet)' II>crc is a markel driven by IIIe need 10 appear suee"",,, ful, and ROl eman
has made " living by eal.'Ting 10 il. In an eITor1 to mas imilC his~ of Ibis
manCl, he , uanwlees his clicms they will be~ful if they JooL the part
by \.ISing: his produd. H,s 1l'IoC$S&gc' is Wirnage is c-vnythin,.- in a real ..,...... il is
c-veryth ing for R02e-m.on, .... hoOt:: ....w!h bas b<;..... accumulated by oonvincing
CIIOlIgh people 10 sp:-n<l Ihousan<h of dollaR on euslOm·made denl'un:'S. From
Ihr: pel'SpI.'\:tivc of Iht: eunsumcr, lie promOl"'s an obsession witll personal ap
pea'aIlCe even as hc suoo,d;narcs lhe exp'ession of individuality to a feti,his
lic relalionsllip 10 a commudity . As he gazes at a life-size I1UUln.-quin Rozanan
has conStruel'..J that shows ..hal he will lool< like witb lhe denlurn, J....n per
cciva Ibis subordinalion as lbe oblilcratiou of his pc1"S<Jllillily. and he refuses
to become Rouman's dien1:

Y __ M<. R......... 10 «an_ > _ .. _ .._ ........... 1"'-

_ ..... oquel "lUi trillllbn",. 1IUC'SIro """"'"~ que: <II: ba«<\<I. tI.
d~ pun d<Y~ p.r> ....,I"" 1 oon tl "'l",ll. ;nsOl '" (rin tI
",-.JilUl'.) "';';00 tlo t. ~'" "" orei. ,,,,,_..bl.

S; qWern -1'" MI. R,*""" 10 IUIO__ p<>domoo< m;""" __ • reba-
jan< ... -. ........Ie> pan imuI.- en 111 _ .. d<t tri ro."-_ ,.. ,...... vez .. _ __ ,........_ _.......... ... . ._._ ...........
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FlOe un ,imple ....""",II.b<>, pero dicho cn un tooo t. n ,"'undo y d=>p<rodo quo
Mr. Ro.zcmau ,omp,codiQ que P'Jr pn"",,, ' -0; on 'u IMg. , 'ida prof",iona l s< I<:
<se>pab> "0 di,ot< . 1 que l" ercia 'eoc, on ,u, maoo" (7<;)

Juan's ""nse of individualily is incxlrieably connec ted with his need 10 com·
municatc wilh olhe" aboul his mission in life, L'nhke ROt<:man, he ha< a genu
ine concern for Ihe olher as an individuaL He i, determined to find a door Ih"1
i, "' recial and my"erious" for cach of Ihe tenants, a door that in some way
corresponds 10 Iheir individ ual needs (76), but he does not articuble what these
needs or hi. own really are, His refusal to become R07eman', diem is Ihe
beginning of a proces, Ih t will lead to his participation in a rebellion again,t
the tenants.

As a resuh of his inability 10 find the door, and hi, inability to convey 10
the lenants the importance of this search, Juao 's confidence in the efficacy of
hi, redemptive POW~TS is shaken. Ilaving decided the reality hc fi nds himself
in i, as inl"lerablc a, thc one he left behind in Cuba ("Y si bien era cierto que
no podia lolerar 10 que habia dejado ... tambicn era d eno que no podia per
mane<:er en la reahdad que habia encontraoo" (90J), Juan contemplates doing
away wilh himself At Ihis juneturc the dog Cleopatra em erges frum Ihe cleva
lor and begin, talking wilh him, She invites him 10 a meeling the following
night in the ba,ement. Al this meeting, all of Ihe participants, excepl for Juan,
are animals. Cleopatra is Iheir undi 'puted leader. She i, Ihe la,1 living repre
senlati"e of a breed of dog' that originated in aneienl Egypl. and is de<eribed
a, being the mO '1 intelligent dog in Ihe world . She en lightens Juan "boul Ihe
real narure of his relal ionship to the lenants: "Quercmos hacerte compr~'fldet,

entre otras co""s, que ninguna de las pcrsona, por las cu"les tu lanlO tc prco
cupas te han ~'fl ICDd ido una palabra: es rna" ni siquiera Ie han e>cuebado y ha<ta
estan ya planeando como eeharte del edific io" ('19). For Ihe lenanl,. Juan is
there to be u,ed. When he docs not conform to Ihis role, and ,Iart, talking
ob<;curely aboul a door and behaving strangely, he becomes an annoyance, and
they Iry 10 have him fired. Cleopatra proposes 10 Juan ,hat he join Ihe animal,_
and logdher Ihey will search for the dour: " inlenlaremOs buscar una <;olucion,
o como lu mismo has dieM, una ""lid" 0 una pucrta, Una puerta para ti y para
no>o"o,. No para ello. 1m inquilino,. que n" la oeeesitan , porque ni siqu;era
,e han pereatado de que e"an presos" ('I'll. The lenaots are "imprisoned"
within a system that creales a dIvergence between their wam, and Iheir real
needs . Their wants "are de termined by aggressive drives [and] arc direeled
'"walds Ihe e~ploitalion of others ,"" In Ihi, process of aggression and exploi
lalion the self loses its humanily and becomes machine_like, This lendency
reaches an extreme ;n the case of Waher Skitiu" a tenant who turns
himself into a robot by replacing his body parts with m~,<:hal\ical replicas. The
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mtth.anicil self i, I n n pres,inn of 1he .s.:.'re 10 ""i.. 1he I"'-~Slgc of li~ and
of lbe f~ar of dealh in a 'y..em ",here lbe fulfillmenl of Ihe desi re 10 be fully
alive mu<l alw. y. be lleferred. The relalioo,hip of Skin u, ' , roboli ~ l"'",on.l 
ily 10 llealh i, highl ighled by his fiery demise in lhe pre,ence of Juan. [k ing
IJi v~ in lhe fulle. 1 scnsc of 1110: word in'plie< the n:cogni lion anll <kV<'I<>pmenl
of 1he suhj,...-J · ' indivilluality. This de"elopmenl is dilokcticilly reLated 10 Ibc
oolJcdive fuifiJImenl of basic human noo:e<k. If the InWtIS are _'ure lhal they
arc, in Cleopalnl', '-o.-d, "imprisoaed"'. Ihi, can be .nri""led 10 the ~ffect of
ideology, As Paul Blnln has ob",,,,ed,

\" ,,, .. i, u'<Cd to '" ,'""',ht ' ha' OOu.r,ooi, ~' '0'0111<1 ._d Ill< '''0/'''1 _i.1
ord<, from "",, ' , .ITort, to ..,,,fy b.,i. hum,,, . .....>-----<l<c...l li••hhood, k""wl<JI;<,
...I....,;'y .... " ...... '., wi,h re i""' ..........." ir" .."'" in ..or\; . nd _ ... from
.,;I-<h< acrual _ of ill Ill< _;"in of ahan<ed .ap',",i"" Of< <kI<rminod
tor _i.e driTeo, ~ diR<:ood -.I <he _ of _.-iduaI pn-il<¥<t .....
..~ of -. __ r_ =. •... """ bonn ._, ..
""OIl ' _ -.I__ . 1 _ ',:"d.~ "<ep<d;. ... -..
of.-", .y __ .. loaIdoey __do_ ......,.J ....... 1hoy "_.-

Tb~", ;, • pa....gc in £ / /'OrlrM reminiscent of the passage I have q uoted
above, II occurs lluring an a,scmhl y of lhe an imals, just hefo", they begin their
~scapc: from the tenan,. '

- EI .,..." --..,.. ('loot>-- -. Ia d....-.- ..... __ __ 10
.... ,......". ..... _ "" "-' "- ....... : • _ dorac-< ,....-
.-10 ... -.." == .. , j • __ ,..01
___d<".;"-,.... '10 ... _ 10... _

...... "'-'" ..... Lo ..... dor'=lino ....." 01 1 _ .. _ [I '"""'" • &.:l>. I'<"'
~. pen' al ..-....... y. _ oi, """ ..... 1 .. _ Ia .ida ..-1St ... jdo

... n"d" "" oi, yo mo, ;•••I,una. h un cJ<"fllplo, claro. A u, tedc, flUC<k 0 ""
8"".,1• • B..h, ren, ..'o~ "'i"'n , d< q... tic""," ,u, gu,""" Y C'OOO glL'k.. "" .amb,an
..........""""nt• . S,n embargo. .~~ 1St en"" k>o rna. ""'.... " I", ho.>rnb<n <-.c<
n a<lanlCllOe 10 ..... qu..... " .... "C2 ............ dncoJ .. q<><da __• (1 46)

'ilIilhia the: confi..... of bourgmis idcoIogyt man's fet ish i>tM: reblionsbip ro the:
COIlIii>Odity fOlIIl keq'>S Ilirn jumptnM: from "Dollie ro noi",M ",ithoul ro:aIl)' hear.
ing auy mu<ic. The SUl>stiMion of...", commodily for another MVCI' produces
Jel f-liberalion. as Ihe social relations lhe subjecl mu<1 en ler inln in order 10
Kq~irc c"lllmodi t i~s "'flre",nt the negalion o r individualily by means of the
structures of eapitali . l domin.lion. in order 10 escape frnm lhi, dominalion, the
... imals mu-~I escape from man, The animals' .s....:is ion 10 abandon man repre·
senlS a lTj«lioo of Jwn·s melaflhysical oticntali<JII in favor of a III3tCrialistie
aWysK of !he <:onerc:te rnlity of !heir lTialionship ro !he human nee. As the

.. ,......; .... ~J::·:ll
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squirrel puts il. "no cs de rcologja de 10 que aqui tralamos. sino dc una solucion
pnietiea a nuestra vida material" (117).

T~ e anticommunist s~'1llimcnls expresscd by thc narralor and Juan during
his interview wilh Casandra Levinson in lhc li ThI part of El por/ero form Onc
aspcct of a ~onlrad iclion . A second one is formed by Ca,sandra Levinson's
nalualion of Juan' s relationship to the lenant•. Part one of the novel repre 
sents lhe sccond part of lhis contrad iction bc<;oming lhe dominanl a.peet of the
contradiction by means of a Marxi,1 ~riliquc of capilali,m. Part two represcnls
rhc resolulion of this conlrad ,ction, At lhi, point it would be u>cful to summa
rizc some of thc basic conecpls of dialect ical matcrialism. As Mao has ob
served. "The law of contradiction in things . that is. the law of lhc unily of
OppoSilcs. is lhc basic law of matcrialisl dial eclics ,"" Diak..:lical malcrialism
maintains lhal in order to undersland how a thing dcvelops il should be stud
ied ";nlemally and ill it< rc1alionship with other lhings":" "Ihe fu",lamental
eau,e of Ihe developmem of a thing is not eX lemal bUI imernal ; il lie. ;n lhe
eontradiclorine" within thc lhing. Thcre i. internal contradiclion in evcry
single lhing. hcncc its mOlion and dcvelopmcnt."'" Mcnlal pro.x;c ,ses arc also
examples of conlradiction: ·'Evcry dilTcrcncc in mcn's conccpt. should be re
garded as rcl1eding an objceti,'c ~ontradidion. Objeclive contradict ions are
reflected in subjcclive lhinking. and this pro.x;ess consliluleS lhc contradictory
movcm cnl of COn"qlls. pushcs for" .-an! lhc dcvclopm~nl of thought, and cease·
le«ly solves problems in men' s Ihinkin g"'" The different a'[>Ccts of a contra·
diction are in a relalion of mUlual dependency. Each aspect pre,uppose. the
existence of the Olher: ··WithouT life, lhere wou ld be no dealh; withouT death.
lhere would be no Iifc. Wilhoul ·'up"lhcre would be no '·down.....Wilho yl lhe
bourgeoisi~ thcrc would be no prolelariat; wilhout thc proletarial. lhe," would
be no bourge",i,ic."" The unily formed by lhe opposiles thai form a conlradic
t;on is subj~..:t to change: Th~ "ruggle betwccn thc.c opJlO"itcs is inccssant.

As well a> providing a means for under!landing the form of £1fl'''''''''. a
dialec tica l materialist approach is useful for an intcrpretalion of the philosophi
cal conlem of each of The animal'. monologue. in the second pan of £11'" rtero.
Each of the an imal, has a recognizably human personality IhaT has ",me rela_
lion<hil' To what kind of animal ;t is. or To ;ts owner. The .elf pmjcctcd by mo' l
of lhese animal. is for all ilS variely, Slatic, in the sense IhaT it represents aD

essenlial idemiTy thaI differentia tes it from the mher animals and is not .ub
ject m change. The monkey, who affirms tha llhe essence of being i. change,

" Mao T.._lun.. -0.. <""" od><"""-. 1',.,., £"m~ "" 1'i1i1",,,,,~y. r,k;nl . Focri.. un.,._ ""'...
1977. 1J_78; p. 2)

" 11n<I.; p, 16

" Ibid.

" Ibid.

" Ibid.
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_c_
I;OIIlJad i<:ts m is con<::cption of oc.l f. Tbe arrearaocc of pcrmancnce is oompa
""'Ie 10 • mask and ch.anlctmslH: of human\:

50',1" _ • .,to'""..... .; c.",h,.""", ,n<=>n'<tn<n'c. iC.m"",,,,,,,, <n <u,,,,. pota. Y
C1I "n', ttl <l<>1 Y en n,nlP'''! ,C""'mo,! is.h ~ ,Vo!tm<.. ' i"'""'~'

~.....r. ,onIad<n iolo:tI,;dod .. "" d•.mz~ btvma ..fim Lo -......,
.... __ o..c.",ficmoo Ia. <arU -. 'om<IO """'" _ _
... ~ ..-. 11< ........ chf..-io_d
_ , __ llJ1)

By imitat ing man, tlIe animals \o.>$c: this pu.rily of ""ing, Liberty i. w be found
in • communal rd alio nship that ....ke. 1' 1~c outs ide of tbe framework o f hu
man (bourgeoi.) domination, In this relationship. freedom i. based on the .elrs
re<:ogn;tion of it' interconnection with oth""" as part o f a material rea lity that
is in :I con'lant proo;~"", of change;

..............,..; eo"1_.... I0,....t>ib<lod4o,....... buo' ..... • _6o _
_ y ... __ 6<....- _potO _* __ >Ipo J ~y

oil _ ""'" ><I. """*' .._ ..... oj __ CU<OO, _ .. ......so 1m

"""" _ ...." " ' ..... Ia 0<"''''',," ..,.,. ... _ 1 "0 _ Ia -.. do"",1«1 ." "" ,_ 10 MlIjer.1 """ dol Pel' Y'" w'w do Ia p"~ i.Y "" qui«<
<I hon1b« '01..- como I. ""Ioma, "''ClIl'' como oj ratu Y c",'or lilt",l.. rom<> ol
c'''l<ja' V<mos ••1 qLlO Ia. un",o m"""" <k ..... "" un f'<"'n """"'uie'r ... n '"'
""" cooo. paro .... mio I'ft""" S;;lo.....,. ",,",,,i<co oj comI>__
-.I (ill· ln)

A hine being i~ ~im..llaMOu>l)' identi<;al ... ilb ils.el f and non-idenli<;al, as it
rd m 10 I<>rDC OIher .,.im.ale enlily or tiling. In ArenaS'Ii lex t tll;~ proc....s iii
"'" WlI;,,; and s}'mholi.ze1i Ihe U'aIl.furmation oflhe: ...hjed acronling to Ihc: Ia"
of contrad,cli"" in o bjec ts. as III<: contradicllOn fol'TTled by tile idenl ieal and
lIOn.idcn1ic~1 nspc<:ts of the subject yields to ~ new unity w;lh its eomtiluent
opposition : "..No ticnc la serpie"te ojos de e" IMra? ..N" nene In colOlTn kngu.
de mujer? ..Y no time 1. mujer e l " lor del per y las ufo;u de la g~ta?~ In other'
auds, the SCTpCnt become<; the patrot that becomes !he woman. i\cl;ordjng 10
dialectic&1 m.ateriali.m -in the: process of dc\'dopmcrll of eacb !hing a mo~c

mart of OJIP<)Siln nisli from beginning 10 end.~" This procn, f;UI occur
qu;,,;kly, Of 0"'" an extended p..-iod of lime, and can in"oh'e _ lh.an one
cooll'ad;cl;",, :

Tho ""lIP'<! o f 0 '11'"8 i. d....,"f1IIifK<l mainly by ,tit ~'i", ipol 0.1'«' nf a """ ''''dk'K><.,
lht _, ..·turn .......in.cd lh< d."",...", JH>'i'''''' ,

IIol III........."'" " """ a&>l.., I"_.pool .. lht _pru><ipal _ .. r>f 0
__ "-__ iMo _, ...". .... 1M ........, .,( 0 ...

..... .. ,'y . bo 0';'_ pno<na 01" 0 ,,__ ill .. *' .; .of 0

....... . ....: p. '"
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""""od",ioo, A i . 'he pnn< ip,1 aspect ,rid II i, ,.., non_p,mc ip.ol ..,pee" .. """'he,
' toge or;n '001"" 1"00'''' ,.., role' . .. .."er><d-------1o e~.ngo determined by 'he o,"'nt
of 'he ;oc....""~ <1«... ", in ,0< for« of = h ,,"'... in i" "ruggle ' !"I'"" ,he OIh<r
in the c<>orse of ' he <Ie<ck'l'mon' of 0 'h ing.'"

I n the CO UThC of this dc"dopment lhe diO"ren l aspect' of a contradiction inter
penetrale each othcr and produce something qualitat i\'ely ditl"rent than A or
8. For example , in the imaginary ~onlradiction between "Ia <erpiente" and
"ojo, de cotorra,' as the second of lhese becomes lhe principal a'reet of the
contradiction, the result is not only a pair of eye" but al", a parrot

For the monkcy, lil:>crty takes the form ofbcing able to be anyone or any
tbing. Individuality becomes a mallcr of the subje,.;t laking lhe place of ,ign,
that are free 10 refer to, and intcracl wilh any othcr signs in the field of po'
sible re1alion, (, ociety). For the anima l, a, a class this frcedom is only p"'

<ible Wi lhin lhe contexl of the elimination of human dominalion. ThaI is to Bay,
on lbe basis of a slruggle 10 eliminate exploilative social relalions based on
anlagonistie class relations. Thus. thc rcsolll1 ion of lhe contradiction between
pennanenec and change on individualily p"><...J by thc animals and tbe monkey
i. re.ol"cd by sy"emati~i"g the permancnce of ehangc by mcan, of re,·olu·
tionary tran sformation.

ullder bourgeois dominatim1, the conlrad,clions lhal impel lhc dcvelopment
of the social order are riddled u,ith antagon i,m. Among lhcse arc thc follow
ing : lhe conlradic lion I:>clween the prolelaria l" fet i<hi>tic relationsh ip to the
commodity form il produces and the desire 10 lran<form thi, relat ion,hip into
onc where man and nature becomc the grealesl source of valuc ill life, the con·
lrad iclion between man', nalure as an intelligent pleasure-seel ing being and
lhe conceplion of the human body as privalc property nol for public consump
tion. and the contradiction between the desire for sexual freedom and the re
pres,ion of sexuali ty from carly childhood onwards. The subjec t' s loss of
control of her body ,elS the stage for thc latter loss of eontrol of her work, of
her community, and of her relationship 10 man

In the rociety envisioned by the monkey, lhere is no place for the amago.
nistic contradictions produced by cl." dom ination . Ihm there is no place for
the bourgeoisie. In this sense the animals will not I:>c free 10 do a, lhey please.
They can parody buman being, and rrutkc fun of Ihcm. but lhcy will Dol pennil
themselves to form a ,ocial class th,t exploits a subordinale group of animal,.
Such a rigid social hicmrehy would be against the rule. of lhc "game",

t'tles ello. [hum..",,) '" cree" la med,d, de loda. I.. co,... Y ..i, de<c,bell>dlmente,
10 procl,,,,"" . Pero no<oltOS ...bemo. que coda C"'" l'....,.u ",ed ,d> y ~.. ..... me<M,
<s , <lem" d .;', ica y combi, n,c " Ut ""litud de Ia m"",... 0 m, p",cccr cone"",d.
c""m'go en cu,1100 • 10 de .. Ito, Y goz... ""'" hay en ell, como nn senl,mienlo <Ie

" Ibid.. p. ...
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<ulpa. de ...."fi<'" (om duda «>rlod<> del """""" , I qII<' , ;crop« h.o rondado.'l ~"" yo
" " ~OOOZ<P, No h.oy I"~ qoe I"P' <on una pton.. """,,,. 0" <0".,." , _. , Todo.>
.. rontrario••1p-. '" de~ ..,......_ \a .........,. 1, 1 ,, ' p<lt~1<4 10 tn-

1_ proi'llonobm<Dtt do><.....I .- eo. """- ""'" ,In Y~....., J,... b <><: -.d<> cl ........... .,; -;or ~] 'It _ r.....
de _ ......., dofcremo cacLo_~ .. 10 ..., cl _1__"'" oil -. ""'"
• 10 ... "" _ 100 ""I"ib__ 10 ..... oil _ .....r- J ........ n&i
dobo'""""' ..,.,,""'" <__',n. El,;..e.., .., ttl rlJl, 10 o:.oc. mod"'" do:
">da. I.., «, ,. Y ,i 110< ,Itj".""" d<l homl>re "" d<l><ri, scr 1" '" odi>rlll " "" 1""
p.od<n" .. butl.. de <I~""', (l32·J .ll

After rtniolling hi. speech. Ibo: monkey parodie< dl ff~Tm1 Iypo.... of hlUDllll< and
ani"",l•. Tk animal< l'C5f'O'\d efIth1liiaotically and some of them try 10 imiwc
him. Their rnpon'" is an indicat ion thol lhey an: t«qJI.;,.., lO .. hat hc has ...id,
which i. signilkant, as it implies thai Ihe community foml<'d by tll<'m will l'>e
mon: lhan a eull~"Clio" uf isolated individuals wOO ancnd lu lhei r needs wilh·
oot paying much aU..nl i...... 10 each other, In rbi. eummunity individual diff~..,._

erICC'> will be recogroind and indIvidual nee.1< fulfIlled <NI 11K: bas is o f equalily
among in member<:

A>I .- -.". ....."".,. k> """"""'" k> ....
_'<\0. Cod,o """ <It USItdes, ad<ma. <1<1 _ , d< bu". "'P,ra I¥" d,..,Jnk,
"I"" 10 "",no. "" ex""'.",,,n'. i. ...1 , I<> ~ I e'm qui« • . I,Eo impo'iblt , .n"""'....
"""_ ... un Io~., """"" podet ..,,, en rei..;.. _Ia~ .... 10 ._. (1.'1

C\c<.lp>tr:J. g"'os (NI IO okKrihe a journey 10 the Pacif IC <:oasl that proceed. "o,nt..
wards and Cftlk al \be baoc of a mounlll in. Tberc \be ani"",ls will fltld a home
lhat fulfills Ihei r DCCds: ~En su ba..,. debajo del mar. vi~ irin los peces, CTItre

It>S Uho>lcs « Iani lnmquda la paluma I"reaza con los dcma. pajaru• ... . en la
cuspide, habni niev.. y el uw ",>oJ,.. wnslruir su rcsidencia~ (147). According
10 William lui\ , his moun lain is rcm in;<;<;ent o f the SierTll Maeslra. tlLal shet
tend !he rcbel anny in the fIN Sla~ of !he Cuban R....·olut ion ~t.. monw\l
n ...... n:prnctllll,ci6n "irnOOlica de 10 que s;gnifoaN b R....oI""iOn en 1959 y
III inlxcncia y Of'Ii mi!>l1lO del mismo~as.ft,. f or tht: an"nals III<' mounlll in
;. a "",an" of production tlLal " '111 a llow lhem 10 reproduce lhem..,lves, d..vclnp
lheir individuali ly and lead live" free frum e~ pluilali on. II reprcscnls a male
rial basis lhal makes "'lSsib le ' he couccuve eonlrol hy individual member< of
oocicl'y uf lheir ;nlcrr-elaI4'tln..,.,. by ""''"'''' o f !he clirnin.aliuo of !he commodily
buT and tht: anlllgonis tic: social aDd d .... re la tiom of capilllli"m..

'A.1Kne'·er ......cs<ary. the animals " 'ork ~ether in a spiril o f \'oluntary
,",,~'I"«lalion. An cu mplc of lhi" occurs during \be journey 10 lheir future d·•.-e ll.
ing place:

. 1.-. • ....0' ~
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T..,w I.. pol......, t,,,,,,,,,,, como I. , <Iom';',;e." "1>",,",000>< po< ",,,'en. n:>, " ..I, 
d...." po< 10< . ,"'•• I•• lagon,)., y . I, «<p o<n,": • la, cOlor",.• la, q"" y. '" 1«
h.hi,n unid<' nun'"""" r.m,h.~. ' I"; ' ;,,,,roa" wn ' u' pab., , I. f!"C<" Y • I"
j i<,,«a, q"" ....I", ..""",,,I., I., ....., .10., ","n"~'" (l4~)

Aller reaching the Pacific <"'"". Cleopatra announces to the animals that she
"'ill retire from the group. a, she is afraid of auracting the alt~'Tltion of search
panics because of her great wonh. Her depanure lea,es the animals without
an effective go~emment. as she is their leader. Here. and with the themes of
the proliferation of individual differences in the new soc iety and ~ol u'ltary

cooperation. one can detect the influence of anarchist doctrine<. the principal
feature of which is the helief that government is both harmful and unneces
"ry. Nevertheless in the pcriod of time leading up to her depanure. Cleopatra's
leadership is in,trumental in converting the tenants ' animal. into a disciplined
revolutionary organi7ation. The animal< demon,trate their ahility to carry out
complex and well-coordinated operation< when they rescue Juan from the in·
sane asylum to whieh he had been wmmiucd after It was discovered that he
was talk ing to them . Juan 's impri sonment is the immediate motive for their
depanure. as they are all afraid they "'ill be treated in a <imilar manner. A,
they journey to their new homeland. vast numbers of other animal, join the
animal,. ami their revolt is transformed into a revolution .

Refore she depane<, Cleopatra ad~i<cs Juan to familiarize him,elf ",ith the
language of material objects: "d idiorna de 1<>< arbo les, d de las piedra' y hasta
el de las co,a<; algo muy imponante, pues algUn dia servir.i> de intcrprete en
tre cllo, y el homhre'" (150). She eonelu,1cs hy predicting that one day mate,
rial objects will b<.'Come completely independent and attack man, or cau,e his
death: "Sera la rcvolucion total. La< piedras salta ran y romperan la' cabezas
de los transcndcntcs ... .~Quic n pOOra e~itar ... la voluntaria separaciiin de las
pie7as de un avion en pleno \"tIc!o ,..?,· (151). Th i< is remini<cent of the con·
c!u<ion of auorhcr utopian text: Alejo Carpentier'. Viaje" I" .,emilla ( 1944),
where materia l ohjects recover their independence and return to an undifferen ·
tiated S1ale a. prelude to the pos,ible rebinh of a transfonned '.'orld.'" The
relation'hip to an earlier modern ist text is consistent with the rejection of
po,tmodemi,t culture and the presence of theme' eharacteri>l ie of modern ism
in £1 {XJrrero - d a" -.:om eiou,ness. the dialectic, and utopia.

By teaching man the language of material objects . Juan will he teaching
mankind to understand it'elf. a, it is an aspc<:t of matcrial reality. To tal revo
lution i. equivalent to the elimmation of all forms of domination that limit and
repress the development of the material world, incl uding man. in a process of
ceaseless contradiction. The<e fonn' of domination include all type, of social

" AI';o Cu .." "'",, "V " j , • \a "'mill". C...."" ,-.-.pI""". ~'" <4,. B''''"",", Ed"o"" B~
19!J, M ·9.',
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""blior!s til» too.'est man into a foon ofpl'''l>cny,....:h as marriatte and fWCIIt
child ""bliun"'i!" as lhey are rn:-cnl ly rooccived, or all n:lalions of f!rOdu<:
liOll ....hen: man mlL"- submi l 10 u ploitalion in orde'r 10 pun:has<: his u istel>((,
AU members of the ne><' ..-.e icty ""ould be I'm: 10 "'ali1e their nalu", I S mailer
in molion; that is 10 say. free 10 combine, separale and arrange themselves in
any ""ay lhey please wilhin lhe limils <>f dassless n<>namagonisti c ~ia l rela
lion. hips.

At tIM: cunclusion of tIM: "<wd, Juan 1IVTa1c. a de-lcripliOll of tIM: doors Iilal
...il1 allow tIM: animals to enter lIIopia; MAl final habri.a una puma pol'donde La
pQoma IOfUU.. al ITaSpuoerla. enronnria $l.I paiYje aIIorado.... f'unuo de ticrn
Y agua. v,"", y siknciusa tendri b jicolea... Y pot' nas pucrW., Iodo$., fmal·
menle. de!la~=erian p~uroiO'S. Todos me""s yo, d poncro. que d<:sde
afuera los vere ak jarsc definitivamcnleM(156), He informs tIM: I'Cl&dcT lhar. like
Cleopatra, he .... ill not join the animal s in Ibe new society. Rather than Ott this
as an indic alion of lhc impossibilily of finding a solution to Ih eir niSlenlial
eri.is.'" Ibe self·denial of enlry into lhe Manisl promi<ed land ean be n:ad in
a more conerelely autobiographical sense. if Juan and Cleopatra are seen as
doubles of tIM: aulbor. as a premon iliun of dealb and a.s a mcc.pbot' of ... hal
AmLas denied 10 himself. particubrly in the l:nitcd StaleS; public aek_kdg
_ of his altraction to Ml-ntiun,

The final part of EJ poH<!M r<'Sohn the contradiction t>ct...em ee denun
eialioo of CUMn communism and tl>e Marxist critiq ue of cap italism that is
found 10 the l' l'<t pan of thc novel by transforming tl>e original denunciation
inlll an a..I ull on all form.• of social organi111ion lhal alienale man from Ihe
rule of a plea,ure-.eeking being .... ithin lhe limilS of non·anlag"ni"ic social
relationshi!", A demoleiation turning inlU its subvers i"n' this scc-rt\> 10 be the
O\<e-numing of a bi"rarehy. but deconstruclion is tIOI the nperalive rbrol'e1ical
paradigm in rbi• ..,ading. Tile wnlTadiclions in Armu', le1l baH tIOI been
rdaled 10 an n .....tiali.. theory ahoul the ~aeNal na lu.., of lilrraJ)' 1aoguage or
of language as such- based 011 1M di'renal of meanins of the 'iiDiflCT," In
Ibis reading An:-nu', lu I docs no! fall apan. aDd all of ils pam ..,late to each
oIhef as C<lrTlJ'OOCnls of a tOlality grounded in bi,tory, as il tales into account
whal i, emerginll outside Ihc Int proletarian leVOIUl ion in the third world. The
mc<....gc of E:11",n~m is thaI prolelarian revolution is the main tendency in the
world today, as lhe leYoluti"n rcpn:",nled in E/ porlt'r" is " 'or ldwide in scope,
On an .....thelie level Ibis .......e1 lransforms the "':<:entered. noo-n:fc..,nlial te..l
of tIw: dominanl posIJTJo<kmi<l style inlo a (Wahle of lhe developmenl of ""'0
Iutiooary eoosciou.<ness as bracing as a chorus of polllical prisonen singing,,_, ...-U_. Ioo_ , __

_ ....- .._w,~ SOodo«. 04,"-'~~ I _147; " 167

" 1. 11'".. ".II...~· a",,1 .. Cnu<;""" ,. """". ,...",.., _ ."' lI07.,. s-ll ,pert II ...
IJll.-.48 ,pot< II); p. H3
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from lhe <kplh. of. 1>~'nJvian dungeon Reference 10 lhe reVolUlion taling place
in Peru foregrounds a conlradiclion , nol resolved in £1 pur/cr<>. hetween lhe
nonvi olenl revolution represented in the texl and lhe violencc, at time. oven,
and al other lime, barely contained, of lhe animals in thei r behavior with each
mher and wilh humans. Cleopatra, who admires Raeh and attends live perfor
mances of organ music, i, a demandi ng critic, who ki lls those perfom'ers who
are nol up 10 her exacting 'tandard, (5J). She pred ieg that in the futu re, mate_
rial objeel' will atlack man and create total revnlUlion ( 151 ). \Vhenever Cleo_
patra 's comrades get out of line, .he ,uhdues them with lhe threat of violence
Brenda Hill's Cat atlaeks Juan and Roy friedman 's dog (115) . Fina lly, a, the
narrator m.kC'; dear. during Ihe migration of the world 's animals 10 their new
home, some of them e.l each other: " Era impresionante oh,ervar de<;de lejos
aquella marcha que aumentaba eonstantemente, aunque a veces ( iNo podia ser
de olro modo!) algunos an imaics se eomi. n a los olros" ( 153) . In literature,
it' s possihle for lI'e prolel.riat to e",ape from lhe bourgeo isie non·violently.
In real life the seizure of state power hy one social cia.. ,uhordinat. to an·
olher h.s always been accomplish.d by violent means. Within the text the ab
sence o f re,'olutionary vio lence directed against the explo iting class by the
an imal, draws anenlion to itself as a ,eleelive nonviolence cnntradicted by
other forms of violence. The resolulion of this contradiclion, inevilJbly sug 
gested by IJnguage ("j No podia scr de otro modo!"), and dialectical materia l
ist form. but projeeled oul"ide of lhe lexl a, a llegory, is the violent. real,
ovenhrow of the hourgeoi s state hy the pro letariat

If communism is e' lablish. d throughout lh. world and the revolutionary
transformation of re.l ily proceed, unabaledly, ii 's possible thuse who live in
lhat time will ,ee lhe pre",nl day bourgeoi,ie in the same "iay a, ("leopat",
scc, the \Coant> of her building, as prisoncr> who feel no need 10 escape from
prison, a, lhey arc not .warc of the re.lity of their imprisonmcnt, Arenas ', texis
d""idale Ihc 'tTueturc ami method of "peral;on of lhis prison in whic'h .....c (pro
letarial and bourgeoisie) arc all inmatc, . In this ..... ay lhe~ contribute to the ful·
fillment of a vita l nc-c'd . In order to wanl to hrcal out of prison we must tim
become aware w. are imprison.d. In E11'0rtero diffusion of th is awareness
among the animals and the discrediting of hourgeois idc'<)logy are enmplemC'-'.
tary proc ...es lhat occur before lh. revolUlion. If .nough p.ople SlOp believ·
ing in the validity of th. capitalisl sy'tem and acl on lhe hasi, of their belief,
in a revolulionary way, th. t.xt is saying, lh. days of th. sy'tem are numbered.

Adolfi, Cl1L'heiro
Colegio del E.,tad" di' If'<1)''''''

Nehruska
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