
A MEXICAN "MASCARA" OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

THERE was no lack of amusements, both public and 
. prívate, in the Mcxico of the Viceroys. The tempern
ment of the Spanish overlords as well as that of their 
Indian wards was not well adapted to Ll1e fustering of a 
stern and ascetic atmosphere s1.ic1i as prevailed in the 
contemporary coluuies of the English in )J°ew England and 
on the Atlantic Coast. The nat~ral gaiety and love of 
<lisplay which characterized both the conq uerors and the 
conquered in New Spain made it inevitable that they should 
find expression in numerous diversions, particularly those 
of a public nature. Hence it was tha t various cntertain
ments enjoyed by all classes in the realm were developed 
and became a familiar featurc of the daily life of the com
munity. The Church, whose influence permeated nearl)' 
cvcry phase of the life of the times, was not slow in rei.:ug
nizing t his universal !ove of ostentation and pageantry nor 
in turning these tendencies to ils owu a<lvantage. It 
endeavored to satisfy the popular desire with processions 
of elaboratdy duthed image3 and ornate symbols ; these, 
with ali the pomp and splendor which so rich an inst.itution 
cuuld command, were brought forth to dazzle the eyes of 
the populace and to convey to their simple minds the great 
Glory of God and His Church. On other and Iess spec
tacul.ar occasions groups of members of thc various Orders 
paraded solemnly about the streets and public squares to 
voice their thanks to thc Virgin for her fa vors and to solicit 
her protection in times oi stress. And, more rarely per
hap3, there was the awe-inspiring 1.m::~eutatiun of an 
"auto-de-fe." 

But such grave and dignified affairs could not wholly 
appease the multitude and the Church wisely gave its 
sanction to otlu::r and more secular diversions. Sometimes 
it doubtlesslv felt com:>elled t.o overlook certain ac:ivities . . 
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that it could not. wholly approve. The inherent nature of 
tlu:: people <leman<led opporLu!!ities on which other than 
their religious emotions might be st irred and when all 
might indulge their love of cunflict as well as make manifest 
their innate joyousness. In part at least, their primitive 
lust of battle was satisíied vicariously by the sanguinary 
spectacles of the bull-ring and the cock-pit; their instinctive 
t.aieté de coeur displayed itself in other and more harmless 
pastimes such as in the theater and in the "máscara." 
It is with this last form of entertainment that we are here 
chicfly conccrncd and which will be discusscd bricfly. 

The "máscaras," or "mascaradas" as they are also 
called, were composed of groups of persons who, wearing 
varied and peculiar costumes and masks, carne forth 
mounted upon horses and other animals or 0 11 foot and 
paraclecl ahont the streets of t he city either by day or by 
night. In the laner case torches were usually i.:arried. 
The disguises might represent historical, mythological, and 
Biblical personages, the gods of primitive religions, and 
planets: or they might symbo:ize the Virtues, the Vices, 
and other abstractions. A máscara taking place in Mexico 
City on Jan. 241 162 I represented all the knight-errants of 
history and fiction, the authors of famous novels of chivalry, 
Don Bclianis de Grecia, Palmerín de Oliva, el Caballero de 
Febo, and at the er.d as the last and most modern of these 
heroes carne Don Quijote de la Mancha. Thcse-w.c.i:e....J.i;oo~I~----~ 
lowed by l\íelia, la Encantadora, and Urganda, la Descono-
cida, both mounted upon camels. Following thcse clumsy 
dromedaries came two ostricht:s surmounted by the en-
chanted eunuchs, Ardían and BucenJu; last of all came 
Sancho Panza and Doña Dulcinea del Tohoso.1 As Gon-
zález Obregón points out s this is an interestiug Lit uf 
evidence of the popularity that t he immortal wo:k of 
Cervantes had already attained in Mexico City at this 
carly date. 

The garbs of the different nations of the world were com
monly imitated in t hese festiva.Is especially those of thc 

l L Gonzá!ez Obregón, Mt:rir1> Yi;jo, 2;4. 
t Ibiá., loe. cit. 

' \ 



158 lrving A. Leonard 

Turks and the Indians; it was also usual to simulate the 
forms of birds and animaJs. Another familiar device was 
to represent the figures upside down with the feet in the air 
and the head upon 1:he ground. Often "carros" or floats 
of an allegorical nature accompani.ed these parades of 
masqueraders. 

From what has been indicated it is apparent that the 
máscaras were not merely of a serious and dignified sort. 
It is likely that the majority of them were composed of 
ridiculous and grol:esque figures which excited the merri
ment of the on-lookers. There were, in fact, two distinct 
species often organized in pairs. The serious one was 
termed a "máscara a lo serio" and the ridiculous type was 
designated as a "máscara a lo faceto." It is not difficult 
to believe that the latter class was more popular both with 
the spectators who lined the streets and with the actors who 
participated in them. Nor will the investigator be startled 
to note in the chronicles pf the time that the students of 
the Royal University and the thriving Colegio de San 
Pablo y San Pedro were not averse to relieving their 
ebullient spirits by taking active parts in such comic 
spectades. And occasiona!Iy the "máscara a lo faceto" was 
utilized to satirize or burlesque certain living and prominent 
persons. We read in one place: 3 

"Se hizo en ella (Puebla) una mascara indecentisima en 
que sacaron en estatuas al conde virey y a Ja condesa su mujer, 
en forma de que se hacía justicia de ambos, con pregón de 
muchas y grandisimas injurias haciendo paseo por las calles, 
siendo actualmente virey, y consiguiente ofendiendose a S. M . 
cuya imagen representaba con tan atroz delito siendo tan 
público!' 

This diversion was not the special privilege of any class; 
it was essentially democratic and frequent]y ali ranks of 
society paraded in the same máscara. Noble gentlemen 
were much given to this pastime, students took part in it 
as intimated above, and city merchants and storekeepers 
also played their parts as did the numerous guilds of work-

1 Antonio de Robles, "Diario de Suceso$ Notables," Documentos para la 
HiJtoria dt Mixico, First Series, II, JI. 
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men of the cities and towns. Concerning the panicipation 
of the latter we read 4 that during the festivities attending 
the announcement of the second nuptials oi Charles II 
the silversmiths, the bakers, etc., on successive days rivaled 
each other in the gala of their display. As was t he custom 
prizes were offered for the most impressive ftoats and 
costumes and these stimulated the spirit of competition 
between the craftsmen of the various trades. 

The many races and mixtures which composed the 
heterogeneous popula tion of N ew Spain commonly took 
part in máscaras in which only those of their own kind 
shared. ~ot infrequently do we read in the records of the 
time of masquerades in which negroes, or mulattos1 or 
Indians were the sole participants.5 The description which 
follows is that of one of these public entertainments given 
by the indigenous inhabitants of the city of Querétaro. 
Children occasionally paraded in a similar manner.8 In 
one of these festive processions we learn that women also 
cooperated. In November, 17001 there was an important 
máscara in which women appeared dressed as men and 
men in the apparel of women.7 

The number of those who officiated in these functions 
was usually large. In February, 1672, for example, more 
than four hundred people, together with elabora te fl.oa ts, 
passed through the streets of the capital in gala array at 
the celebration of the Fiesta de San Francisc2 de Borja. 8 

While this is somewhat larger than that of the majority 
of máscaras recorded it was probably exceeded on sorne 
nccasions. 

Considering the temperament of the subjects of the 
Spanish sovereigns in New Spain it is not difficult to believe 

• Robles, op. cit., III, 6o-6r; Letter of Don Carlos de Sigüenza y Góngora to 
Admira! Pez entitled " Alboroto y Motín de lo$ Indios de Me:rico," Aug. Jº• i6<J2, 
Ms., u. (In possession of tb.e Bancroft Library of the Univcrsity of wlifornia.) 

• Gregorio Martín de Guijo, "Diario de Sucesos Notables," D0t:t1.mtntos para 
la. Histo1ia dt Míxico, First Scrics,..I,_ll.4.. 

1 "El día siguiente (Nov. 7, 1700) salió otra máscara de los niños de San Juan 
de Letr~n, vestido a lo romano." Robles, <>P· rit., IlI, :1:90, 

1 !bid., III, 289. 
' lb14., II, 123. 
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that they willingly lent their cooperation to such carnival
like activities. As t he costumes, however, became more 
elaborate and bizarre, the expense became greater and 
entailed a heavier outlay on the part of each individual 
who participated. The viceroys and other public officials 
frequently commanded the organization of a máscara as 
part of the celebration of sorne significant event but they 
seem to have been chronically disinclined to defray the 
costs from the public or their own treasury. This, of 
course, obliged each member to supply his own equipment 
and thus ga ve rise to an oc casio na! indisposition to con
tri bu te to the universal rejoicing in this particular manner. 
When the news reached New Spain in April, 1658, that 
the Queen had given birth to a Prince, t he Viceroy imme
diately summoned sorne one hundred and fifty men repre
senting all classes, the high and the low, and including the 
merchants.9 No doubt the services of the lat ter were 
enlisted very deliberately on the part of the Viceroy; he 
well knew that they were the members of the communit y 
most Jikely t o be possessed of liquid assets in the form of 
money or goods and thus more easily might be laid under 
contribution for the successful accomplishment of the enter
prise. Sometimes these business men, as in the case under 
consideration, sought t o evade their obligations by offering 
the rather tra nsparent pleas of poor health or inability to 
ride a horse through the city streets. But their exemption 
was only procured by the payment of fines of varying 
amounts and in this way the máscara w.as financed. 

In many respect s these diversions resembled the festivi
ties attending a carnival but there was one difference which 
should be noted. The carnivals fell at sta ted intervals 
and were usually annu al aff ai.rs; the máscaras, on the other 
hand, might take place at .any season or time of the year. 
They were utilized for the celebration of sorne happy event 
more or less unexpected. A birth, a marriage, a coronat ion, 
or a similar incident in the life of the royal family called 
for rejoicing; likewise the entry of a Viceroy upon his new 

•Martín de Guijo, op. cit., 1, 395-3<)6. 
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duties, his birthday, and other such occasions were -fittingly 
observed by máscaras and other public entertainments. 

lt should not be thought, however, that festivit ies of 
this sort arose out of occurrences of a purely secular nature ; 
ecclesiastical holidays were also recognized as opportunities 
for the presentation of máscaras. The more important 
Saint's days and especially the solemnization of t he Purí
sima Concepción de Nuestra Señora, tha t doctrine of such 
fu ndamental importance, were thus honored. And the 
fun-loving Spaniards a nd Creoles saw no impropriety in 
including the ridiculous máscaras as well as the more 
serious in t he elaborate ceremonies associated with so grave 
an event. In this, perhaps, they showed more wisdom 
than did their dour contempor.a ries in the English colonies 
to whom the possible hilarity of such a celebration must 
surely have seemed a sacrilege. On the whole, the másca
ras, whether "a lo faceto" or "a lo serio,'' were a whole
some and innocent diversion. Occasionally they were 
attended with sorne disorders but these seem to have been 
infrequent in the latter part of the seventeenth century 
at least. Only once, indeed, do we read of a fatality 
growing out of this pastime during this period . The 
diary of Robles 10 reports with ali solemnity t hat : 

"A man died in Santa Cruz of a kick which he received 
from one of the horses of the máscara." 

The history of this interesting custom goes back to the 
earliest times of the Spanish domination. As early as I 539 
the má.scaras were so common that it was found necessary 
to forbid them without a speciaJ licence presumably because 
of the popular disturbances that became associated with 
them.11 Not withstanding this fact, however, they flour
ished and were repeated at frequent intervals. In I 565 the 
son of Cortés took part in one in which the famous entry 
of his father into the Aztec capital was represented- with 
great fidelity of detai1.12 

During the seventeenth century the vague steadily in
'º Robles, op. cit., II, z24. 
ll Gon:zález Obregón, Of'. cit., zs~. 
ª /bid., loe. cit. 
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creasec.l auc.l during the latter part may possibly have 
attained ita greatest popularity. Severa! chronicles of the 
daily life of this period make frequent allusions tu this 
public divcrsion and now and then afford us brief descrip
tions of them.13 Perhaps the rnost complete account of a 
máscara made <luring lhe clusing <le::cades of the seventeenth 
century was that of the great Creole humanist, Don Carlos 
de Sigüenza y Góngora,14 in his little book entitled the 
Glories of Querétaro. 15 

Of the anthor of this short work it is not necessary to 
say much here. A professor of mathe::matics in the Royal 
University1 the diversity of his interests and his prolifi.c 
literary activity 3oon marked hini as one of the greatest 
schulars of bis century in the New '\Vorld and one whose 
worth was recognized by T .oui¡¡ XIV of t•rance. Don 
Carlos was close in tne councils of variuus viceroys who 
carne to administer the affo.irs of New Spain a.nd this 
i::ttimacy made him familiar with public matters pertaining 
to the realm. He is particularly renowned for his activities 
as a mathematician and far b.is h istorical studies especially 
those related to the aborigines of his native lan<l . He was 
a shrewd obscrvcr and delighted in minute details. It is 
because of these traits that we have one of the rnost com
plete descriptiuns uf a m áscara of the latter half of the 
seventeenth century. 

The Glories of Quer;taro was one of his earlier wurks 
and records thc founding in the city of that name of a 

U A compilation of the inore im¡:ortant notices refcrring to the m~scara.~ and 
taken from tbe diarie¡ oí Roble• aud Marún d: Guijo i~ given in thc vast work oí 
Vicente Riva Palacio, ilté:dco atraois 1e lo; Sigto1, II, 7ZZ""7ZJ. 

u The most r·eccnt account of th.is famous Mcxican savant is that of 
Francisco Pércz 3:il:>uir, Carlor tle Sigiin•uz y Gór.goro, O/mu, ron .,,..,, Biagr4fía, 
México, 1928 (Sociedad de BiLliúfilos Mcxican~s); and that of I"ving A. Leoruird, 
Don Carlos de Sigüm~a y Góngora, A Mexican Siu:ar.t ~J thl Serentetnth Cmtury, 
Berkeley, 1929, (Universi:y of California Press). 

11 "Glori110 de Queretaro en la Nueva Congregacion F.d~Riastica de Maria 
Santissima de Guad~lu¡¡e, ouu que se ilustra: Y En el Sumpuoso Templo, Que 
¿eeicó a su obsequio D. Juan Cavallero, Y Ocio Presbytero, Comissario de Cortc 
del Tribunal del Santo Oficio de la lnquisicion. Escrivelas D. Carlos de Siguenza, 
y Gó:tgora Natura! de Mex:co, Cathedratico propner:trio de Mathematicas en la 
Real Universidad de C$ta Corle. (Pc:gasu;) En Mcxico: Por la Viud:> ele Be:oardo 
Catderon: IXIDCLXXX." 
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church devoted to the cult uf tlie Virgin of Guadalupe. 
Bcginning with a eulogy of the natural heauties and re
snnrces of the vicinity of Querétaro and praising the piety 
of this community and its dcvotion to the Most Holy 
Virgin, he relates the measnres taken to establish a church 
there in her name. '\Vhen the structure was finishcd in 
1680 it was consecrated the same year with suitahle cere
monies. An inevitable feature of the program was an 
elaborate máscara which Don Car'.03 described with char
acteristic meticulousness. This sketch is given below 
reproducing textually the description as it appears in thc 
author:s work. 

As a prdiminary the great Mexican savant tells us that 
the chief Justice uf Querétaro felt moved to commemorate 
so glorious an occasion in sorne appropriate fashion. He 
therefore enlisted the services of the a:lmiuistrator of thc 
In<lian community of thc city to arrange a native máscara. 
Stating "si yo supiera proponerla a los oydos como la 
gozaron los ojos1 consiguiera sin duda con mis palabras lo 
que entonces obtuvieron los Indios con sus adornos; hare 
con todo lo q mis fuer~as pudieren, aunque no dudo que 
me expongo a que la incredulidad me censure" 16 Dnn 
Carlos begins: 

A las tres de la tarde comen~o {la máscara) a manifestarse 
por la publicidad de las calles dividida en 4uatro traeos, de los 
quales el primero, no tuvo cosa especial, que mereciese...alaban~a _ 
por haver si<lo vna desordenada confusion de montaraces Chichi-
mecos, que sin otra ropa que la que permitio la <l~encia, y sin 
mas adorno, que los colores terrii;os con que se embijan los 
cuerpos, afeadas las desgreñadas cabc~as con descompuestas 
soheces plumas, y casi remedo de Satyros fingidoli, o de los 
soñados Vestiglos, horrorizavan a todos con algazaras, y estru-
endos, mientras jugando <le los arcos, y las macanas, davan 
motivo de espanto con el barbaro especimen de sus irregulares, y 
temerosas peleas. Mas aplau>os cfüiguio vna compañia de 
Infantería, con que se principiaYa la Mascara; componiasc de 
ciento y ocho mancebos, a seis por füa, no avtend-oentre- rod .... o-s- --
quii! no adornase su persona con exquisitas g:tl:is a la Española, 

u Sigilcni:a y G6ngora., Glorias J, Qutrítoro, 47. Tbe following description 
i$ copied f:olll !bid., pages 47-5 ¡. 



164 lrving A. Leono.rd 

siendo matic;ado entretenimiento del ayre las vandas volantes, 
que de los ombros pendian, y las garzotas, y plumas con que los 
so:nbreros se adornaron, y en'.'l.oblecieron. Pero nada de esto me 
co:lfundió como el ver, que sin mas practica que el cuydo en que 
tal vez atendieron las Españolas marchas, o en comluctas de 
gente, o en regocijos, y fiestas, dispusieron la suya con orden ta:i 
admirable, que ni en el compas de los movimientos, ni en la 
igualdad de las filas, ni en la gala U.el <l.ispa~ar, ni en la presteza 
de las cargas, ni en el concierto de esquadronarse, y ~alir, les 
hi1.ieran muy conocida ventaja los Veteranos; de donde puede 
inferirse, no ser i11capace:; de disciplina, si a caso fuera necessario 
introducirlos en los Marciales estudios. Causo asombro la 
ligereza con que jugaba una pica el que capitanea va esta segunda 
Lropa. 

Seguianse quatro clarinP.s, en quatro bien arre:idados cavaHos 
engualdrapados de cncari:ada :risa, tibetea<l.a con guarniciones 
de plata, cuyas dulces cadencias, y trinados redobles fueron 
plausible prologo del tercero, y mas principal trozo de la lucida 
Mascara, que se compuso Je grandeza, que aunque gentilica, y 
barbara merecio las aclamaciones de Augusta, a beneficios del 
Cetro que rig[o el dilatado Septentrional Imperio del occidente. 
Y claro esta, que fuera monstruosidad censurable, el que para 
manifestar su regocijo los Indios, ~e valiesen de estrañas ideas, 
quando en la de sus Emperadores, y Reyes, les sobro a:;umpto 
para d lucimiento, y la gala; la que todos vestían era la antigua, 
que en las pinturas se manifiesta, y que en la memoria se perpetua, 
siendo en todos tan vnifo:mc c:l trage, comu rica, y galante la 
context ura de sus extraordinarios adornos. Capitaneava la 
tropa el que idea''ª al gran D. Diego de Tapia .... Scguiase el 
anciano Xolot!, primer Empera<lur <l.e los Chichimecas, en la 
vltima poblacion destas Provincias, despues de la memorable 
ruyna de los Toltecas, y a este Nopalton, Tlotzinteculnli, 
Quinatzin por oLru nombre Tlaltecatzin, Techotlala : y lxtlil
xuchitl, todos seis del linage Chichimeco, y a qlúenes sucedieron 
los dos Tepanecas Tec;:oc;:omoc, y :M:axtla, que aunque tiranos 
gozaron la universalidad del dominio, en que por muerte, y 
rota de los exercitos de este, enrro el quarto Rey de los Mexicanos 
Aztecas Itzoatl, y consiguientemente Motecuhcuma Ilhuicamina, 
Axayacatzin, Ticoc;ic Chalchiuhtonac, Ahu'.tzotl, Motecuhr;11rna, 
Xocoyot?:in, Cuitlahuatzin, y el infeliz, y dcsgraciadissimo 
Quauhtemoc. No dexaron de acompañar a estos los tres primeros 
Reyes Mexicanos Acamapich, Huitzilihnitl, y Chimalpopoca, 
aunque no gozaron de esta grandeza, como ni los seis vltimos de 
Tetzcoco, que que (sic) jamas tornaron despues de la muerte de 
Ixtlilxuchitl a la posecion del T mperio, y fueroa Nezahualcoyot-
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z.in, Nezahualpilli, Cacamatzin, CuicuiLzcaL!, Coanar.:otzin, y 
Ixtlilxuóitl sep;undo.t7 

Adomaoame las cabe~as de todos con el Xiuhtzolli, que era 
divisa propria del Señorio, siendo cada vna de ellas noble deposito 
de quamas riquissimas piedras desde el Oriente a que devieron 
sus brillos pasaaron a estas Provtncias del Ocasso a manifestar 
sus quilates, no faltandoles la estimable trenzadera del Quetzaltlal
pilloni, ni los vistosos plumeros, en que se primorizava su gala, 
como ~on el Malacaquetzalli, Tlauqued1ulL011 tec, y AzLatzontli, 
todos vniformes en Ja preciosidad de las plumas, y singulares 
todos en lo exquisito de su disposicion admirable: lucieron en pies, 
y manos, el lcxitecuecuextli, Icxi?epetlachtli, y Matzopetztii, y 
sobresalieron las extraordinarias costosissimas mantas, c¡ue solo 
servían a la Mngestad en el trono, que llamavan Xiuhtlalpiltil
matli, y Netlaquechilloni; LB pero para que me canso en particu
larizar sus aliños, quando por referi rlos en la propriedad de la 
elegante lengua, puede ser que fastidie a quien ignora el Mexicano 
idioma? 

Terminavase e~ta lucidissima tropa con la persona augusta 
U.el iu "icLissimu Empera<l.or Carlos V. eu quii=n recayu la occi
dental Monarquía con que estendió su dominio desde la .Boreal 
Alemania, hasta el Americano occidente, adorna vase su persona 
con todas armas, gravadas de oro, y pavonadas de negro, mon
tando como tambien sus predecessores, no se si diga que en los 
hijos del Zephiro, o en los cavallos del Sol, porque reconocidos a 
la magestad que los governava, proporcionavan sus movimientos 
aymsos con la igualdad compava<la con q11e se passea por la 

17 In pas;ing it may be stated that the author, Don Cario• de s :gi:enza y 
G5ngora, was the foremost authority of his time on the antiquities of the n;itiv• 
peoplcs of New S¡:ai:i and thi& fact ma7 account fer his prolixity oi historicd dctail 

in the present instar.ce. 
18 To Señor Don Ramón Mena, Profcssor of Archeology in the Musco Nacional 

de Arr¡nr.lngfa, Hi•tnria y F.tno¡:raffa, T. •m inclehted for an interpretation of ;orne 
of thc Nahuatl wordo uscd in ü.io dcscription by Sigüen2a. These ~re: 

"Xiukui:zolli, e; la corona (copilli )de turquesas que llevaban k~ Sc:iures. 
Qve1%.a!tlalpilhni, es una c:nta terminada en oor!as y en pluma de Quetzal 

para atar el cal::ello en la coronilla. 
Mal<1caq•utzaili, es un orna~o de plumas de Q•Jetzal en forma de malacate. 
Tlaulu¡uec/.,,Ltuni<c, auurnv pequeño de p luma roja del pájaro Tb.uhquechol. 
.lluatwor.tli, ;.domo de plumas de garza para la cabeza. 
focipe;.etlacht!i, esp~ie de banda ancha para el ¡¡je en el juego de pe!ota. 
l cxiJwuttuxt!i, (no: indie!lted by Pro:esso: Mena but ·probably 2nother 

orname11t of the foot or lcg.) 
Matwpetr.li, brazalete. 
Xiululalpiüilman.tli, es una tilma o mar.ta c:in dibajos azules en for!IIA del 

geróglifo tülli, tir.·r~. 
N1tlaq·:ucliilloni, es un adorno para el cuello, especie de gola. 
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ecliptica el Apolineo tiro, de viendoles las plumas, que los 
mintieron Pegasos, al ayre de sus borneos quantos aplausos se 
conciliaron sus apacibles visos; correspondio en fin la vizarria 
de los jaezes costosos a lo augusto de los que con esta, recomen
daron su gala. 

Seguiase vn triunfal carro, muchas vezes mas dichoso, que el 
que en las elevaciones del firmamento se forma de luces, y se 
tachona de estrellas. El tendido que sustentavan las ruedas, 
midió seis varas de longitud, que fue dupla del ancho, y subses
quialtera de la altura monteandose en este desahogado distrito 
sobre fingidas ondas de velillo de plata blanco, y azul, vn barque
ton cuyos costados fueron desvelo del ensamblage, que con 
roleos, caulicalos, y targetas lo ennoblec:io a todo resto, y lo 
hermoseo con pulidissimo ayre; salian de vn mascaron, que 
terminava la proa, diversas vandas de tafetan encarnado, que 
embevidas en los tirantes parecía que ellas lo eran para que se 
condugese esta maquina. Elevabanse por la popa dos elegantis
simos arbotantes de que se formo vn trono en cuyo medio debaxo 
de vna volada concha, que por la parte anterior sustentavan dos 
Bichas Persicas, iba colocada la Imagen de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe, desde cuyo solio corrian a lo infimo algunas gradas, 
que se encubertaron con t.apetillos de seda, como tambien se 
hermoseo el todo con diversos gallardetes de tafetan de colores, 
que juntos con innumerables ramilleteros de mati~adas flores 
parecían errante primavera, que mucho mejor que los Pensiles de 
Babilonia a la mortal Semiramis se dedicava a la Reyna immortal 
del Parayso celeste. En lugares acomodados se distribuyeron 
seis agraciados Angeles, que se ocuparon con algunos atributos 
de la Santissima Virgen, y arrodillada en lo infimo de las gradas, 
vna hermosissima niña adornada con los atavíos Indianos, en 
que se ideava no tanto la America en lo comun, quanto ::on 
especialidad estas Provincias Septentrionales, que llamo la gen
tilidad: Anahauc. Ocupava las manos con vn corar;on, que era 
el de todos, y con vn perfumador que exalava fragrancias, y 
suavidades. 

En torno del triunfal carro iva vna danr;a del celebre Ton
contin Mexicano; y si para remedar en ella la magestad con que 
los Reyes antiguos la practicavan se visten ordinariamente con 
todo esmero, que seria ahora en ocasion tan plausible? Era esta 
la quarta porcion, que terminava la Mascara, anidiendosele por 
grandeza algunos venerables ancianos, que al son del Tlalpan
huehuetl, y Teponaztli, a que acompañaron el Omichicahuaztli, 
Ayacaztli, Cuauhtlapitzalli,19 y otros semejantes instrumentos 

11 Profcssor Mena bas also intcrpr1:ted th.cse Nahautl word¡ as follows: 
" Tlalpan·Hudnutl, es un tambor vertical de madera con parche de piel y se 

suena con las manos, estos tamborcitos llevaban al pecho los señores en la guerra. 
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proprios de su nacion, referian las alab.i~as de la Santissima 
Virgen, en cultos canl:icos de elegantissimo estilo. 

Con esta grandeza discurrio algunas horas por los Conventos, 
y principales calles de la Ciudad, recitandose en aquellos algunas 
Loas, en que manifestando el regocijo comun, se decifrava el 
motivo de tanta fiesta. 

lRVING A. LEONARD 

UrnvEMtTY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

Trponauli, es u.mor horizonul con lengüetas de madera, hueco, y se suena con 
bolillos terminados en esferas de hule crudo. 

Omichicahua'!.tli, es un instrumento musical consistente en un hueco largo con 
estrias y un pivote para raspar sobre ellas. 

Ayaeauli, nombre de la sonaja. 
Cuauhtlapituilli, que es un pífano de madera." 


