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Course Description 

A study of the literature produced by Latino/a writers in the United States and its contribution to a 

multifaceted American literary tradition.  The term Latino/a is used as an indicator of cultural identity and 

as a larger rubric that unites authors from Puerto Rican, Mexican, Cuban, and Dominican descent born 

and/or raised in the United States. This course will be taught in online modality.  

 

Objectives 

By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

1. situate selected texts written by Latinos/as born and/or raised in the United States (and writing 

predominantly but not exclusively in English) within a transnational and historical perspective; 

2. scrutinize the politics of representation by exploring issues of race, class, gender, and hybridity; 

3. comprehend how cultural difference is reconfigured in the texts from a Latino/a perspective; 

4. examine the effects of immigration/migration, bilingualism, and biculturalism on the authors’ works 

and how these issues relate to the process of ethnic literary representation; 

5. analyze the texts’ rhetorical and aesthetic qualities that include innovative literary techniques used by 

the writers (mixing of genres and languages in a single work, temporal/spatial fragmentation, free 

indirect discourse, etc.);  

6. conduct research (library, internet, etc.) related to the field of Latino/a studies that will help in the 

development of ideas, critical/theoretical analyses, and research papers;  

7. strengthen oral and writing skills by working on assignments (class presentations, essays, response 

pieces, final term paper, class projects, among others) that incorporate research and exhibit insightful 

contributions to the larger discussion of Latino/a literature and its contexts.  

 

Course Outline 

Weeks 1-2: Introduction – Historical and Cultural Context   (6 hours) 

TED Talk:  The Danger a Single Story – Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

 

Introduction to Alicia Pousada’s Being Bilingual in Borinquen  

 Bill Santiago's Pardon My Spanglish.  
 

Introductory essays from Ilan Stavans' The Norton Anthology of Latino Literature, among others  

  

Discussion of thematic concerns found in the writing: immigration/migration; race, 

 racism/discrimination; gender roles; assimilation/acculturation; development of a cultural 

 consciousness; hybridity/mestizaje 
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Week 3-6: Mexican American Literature     (12 hours) 

Selected entries from The Norton Anthology of Latino Literature edited by Ilan Stavans  

(Bartolomé de las Casas, Alvar Nuñez, Garcilaso de la Vega, M.A. Ruiz de Burton, Leonor 

Villeags, Luis Leal, Cesar Chavez, Tomas Rivera, Rudolfo Anaya,  John Rechy, Luis Valdez, 

Gloria Anzladúa, Richard Rodriguez, Cherrie Moraga, among others) and selections from the 

webpage. 

  

Documentary Film - Struggles in the Fields 

 

Weeks 7-9: Puerto Rican Writers in the US     (9 hours)   

Selections from anthology (R.E. Betances, E.M. Hostos, Lola Rodriguez de Tio, Bernardo Vega, 

Arturo A. Schomburg, Julia de Burgos, Jesus Colon, Pedro Juan Soto, Judith Ortiz Cofer, Pedro 

Pietri, Aurora Levins Morales, Piri Tomas, Miguel Piñero, Iris Morales, Pablo Guzman, 

Esmeralda Santiago, Giannina Braschi, Abraham Rodriguez, José Rivera, Tato Laviera, Willie 

Perdomo, Mariposa, among others) and selections form the webpage. 

 

Documentary Film - Every Child is Born a Poet 

Documentary Film - Pa'lante, Young Lords  

 

Weeks 10-12: Cuban American Literature     (9 hours) 

 Critical essays by Isabel Alvarez Borland and José Quiroga 

Selections from anthology (Jose Marti, Heberto Padilla, Reinaldo Arenas, Pablo Medina, Oscar 

Hijuelos, Elias Miguel Muñoz,  Ruth Behar, Achy Obejas, Cristina García, Dolores Prida, among 

others) and selections from the webpage 

 

Weeks 13-14: Dominican American Literature    (6 hours) 

 Critical essays by Silvio Torres-Saillant  

Selections from anthology (Julia Alvarez, Junot Díaz, Loida Maritza Perez, among others) and 

selections from the webpage 

 

Week 15:  Class Discussion Summary and Final Exam or Research Project  (3 hours)     

 

Teaching Techniques 

This course includes lectures by professor, assigned readings, group and individual discussions, oral 

presentations, assignments, forums, research, and writing both in synchronic and asynchronic online modes. 

Films and/or documentaries will also be included to complement class assignments. Occasionally a guest 

speaker will be invited, or an out-of-class activity will be required.   

 

Required Resources  

Students should have access to a computer and internet services, the UPR Moodle platform, the chrivera-

upr.com website, electronic searches, and on-line databases, among others. 

 

Evaluation Techniques 

The final grade includes the following course requirements: 

  Exam 1        20%   

  Exam 2         20% 

Article Analysis and Oral or Video Presentation   20%   

  Final Exam or Research Project      20% 

  Class Grade*       20% 

  Final Grade       100% 

 



*Important evaluation factors that make up class grade: 

1. Attendance and Punctuality – determined by your log-in to class sessions during class time 

(synchronic) or when instructed by the professor (asynchronic). Each absence will deduct 3 points from 

your class grade. A sequence of late arrivals will also affect your class grade with points deducted. 

Please make sure to be ready to log on 5-10 minutes prior to any synchronic session and to complete your 

work during the established date and time of any asynchronic session.  

 

2. Participation – determined by your oral contributions to discussions in synchronic classes (Google 

Meets) and to your written contributions in assignments and forums in asynchronic class sessions. 

Participation is an important part of your class grade since it demonstrates knowledge and analysis of 

reading assignments prior to and during the class session as well as your commitment to interactive 

discussions (both synchronic and asynchronic) with classmates and the professor.  

 

*Both attendance and participation make up 20% of your class grade. 

 

3. Responsibility. NO MAKE UP WORK will be accepted. You are responsible for completing and 

handing in all your work on time following the instructions provided by the professor. If you do not 

comply with the instructions provided, this will result in an automatic 0 in the assignment and a deduction 

of points from your grade. 

 

The Final Grade will be determined by all three of these evaluation factors (attendance, 

participation, responsibility) and the other four components listed in the Evaluation Techniques.  

 

Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Special Needs  

Students who receive Vocational Rehabilitation services should contact the professor at the beginning of 

the semester to plan any reasonable accommodations or necessary equipment stipulated by the Office of 

the Dean of Student Affairs and its Oficina de Servicios Para Estudiantes con Impedimentos (OSEI, 

formerly known as OAPI). Students with special needs of any kind that require any type of assistance or 

accommodations should contact the professor at the beginning of the semester (Law 51).  

 

Academic Integrity 

The University of Puerto Rico promotes the highest standards of academic and scientific integrity. Article 

6.2 of the UPR Students General Bylaws (Board of Trustees Certification 13, 2009-2010) states that 

academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: fraudulent actions; obtaining grades or academic 

degrees by false or fraudulent simulations; copying whole or part of the academic work of another person; 

plagiarizing totally or partially the work of another person; copying all or part of another person’s 

answers to questions of an oral or written exam by taking or getting someone else to take the exam on 

his/her behalf; as well as enabling or facilitating another person to perform the aforementioned behavior. 

All of these behaviors will be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the disciplinary procedure 

laid down in the UPR Students General Bylaws.  

 

Policy Against Discrimination 

The University of Puerto Rico prohibits discrimination based on sex, sexual orientation, and gender 

identity in any of its forms, including that of sexual harassment. According to the Institutional Policy 

Against Sexual Harassment at the University of Puerto Rico, Certification Num. 130, 2014-2015 from the 

Board of Governors, any student subjected to acts constituting sexual harassment must resort to the Office 

of the Student Ombudsperson (Procuraduría Estudiantil) of the Office of Compliance with Title IX 

(Hostigamiento Sexual y la Normativa Institucional) for an orientation and/or a formal complaint.  

 

Grading System:  A, B, C, D, or F 



Differentiated evaluation for students with special needs.  Evaluación diferenciada para estudiantes con 

necesidades especiales. 
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