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Description 

A comprehensive study of contemporary U.S. Latino/a literature within a social/cultural/historical 

framework that lends itself to theoretical readings and in-depth critical literary analysis. This 

course will be taught in online modality. 

 

Objectives 

By the end of the semester, students will be able to: 

1. analyze innovative literary techniques used by the writers (mixing of genres and languages in 

a single work, interlingual spaces, temporal/spatial fragmentation, free indirect discourse, 

etc.). 

 

2. examine the effects of immigration/migration, bilingualism, and biculturalism on their works 

and how these issues relate to the process of ethnic literary representation. 

 

3. scrutinize the politics of representation by exploring issues of race, class, gender, and 

hybridity within contemporary theoretical frameworks. 

 

4. broaden the understanding of the dynamics of “border crossings” and how the authors 

synchronize their hybridity into a holistic concept of self-identity and literary representation. 

 

5. identify and critically reflect upon the rich array of literary voices and concerns of a cultural 

community with deep roots in a literary tradition often ignored under hegemonic studies of 

American literature. 

 

6. strengthen oral, research, and writing skills in the development of oral presentations, 

scholarly essays, and research papers after compiling/consulting bibliographic references.   

 

 

Course Outline 

 

Weeks 1-2:  Introduction – Historical and Cultural Context 

 Examination of the process of im/migration and exile (social/political struggles of 

im/migrant groups or “foreign nationals”); cultural/social identification; influences of oral 

traditions; formation of a new cultural consciousness. 

   

 

Week 3-6:  Mexican American Writers 

 Tomas Rivera – And the Earth Did Not Devour Him 
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 Rudolfo Anaya – Bless Me, Ultima 

Gloria Anzaldua – Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza 

Sandra Cisneros – Caramelo o Puro Cuento 

 Ana Castillo – So Far From God 

 Richard Rodríguez – Hunger of Memory 

 Luis Valdez – Zuit Suit  

 

Weeks 7-10: Diasporic Puerto Rican Writers 

 Bernardo Vega – Memoirs of Bernardo Vega 

 Luisa Capetillo – A Nation of Women 

 Piri Thomas – Down These Mean Streets 

 Esmeralda Santiago – America’s Dream 

 Judith Ortiz Cofer – The Cruel Country 

 Miguel Piñero – Short Eyes 

 Lin Manuel Miranda – In the Heights 

 

Weeks 11-12: Cuban American Writers 

 Cristina García – Dreaming In Cuban 

 Virgil Suárez – Spared Angolas 

 

Weeks 13-14: Dominican American Writers 

 Julia Alvarez – In the Time of the Butterflies 

 Minou Tavarez Mirabal – Mañana te escribo otra vez 

 Junot Díaz – The Brief Wonderous Life of Oscar Wao    

 

Week 15: Final Considerations – The Study of Latino/a Literature in Context 

 Summary of the major concerns and issues reflected in the works of Latino/a writers; 

discussion of “literary canon” formation and the state of Latino/a literature within this context; 

new frontiers in the direction of contemporary U.S. Latino/a writing. 

 

Teaching Strategies 

This course may be taught in one of these three modalities per semester: 

1. Onsite attendance and participation in designated classroom - UPR-Rio Piedras campus  

2. Online modality based on lectures by professor in synchronic class sessions and other 

synchronic or asynchronic activities on the Moodle Platform (group discussion forums, 

literary analysis of assigned readings, student presentations, assignments, Q&A, and 

critical research writing).  

3. A combination of classroom and online sessions (Hybrid Modality). 

 

Films and/or documentaries may also be included along with the readings. 

 

Required Resources  

Either a personal computer, laptop, tablet, and/or smart phone; internet connectivity; electronic 

library databases (Project Muse, Ebsco Host, JSTOR, Humanities Index, etc.), access to UPR 

Moodle platform, among others. 

 

Methods of Evaluation 

 The final grade consists of four course requirements: 

  Short critical essay (5-7 pages)    20% 

  Student Presentation     20% 

  Final Research Paper (15-20 pages)  40% 
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  Class Grade*      20% 

 

*Important evaluation factors that make up class grade – attendance, punctuality, participation, 

and responsibility. NO LATE or MAKE UP WORK will be accepted. Repeated absences and 

tardiness will affect your grade. Please make sure you are ready to log onto synchronic class 

sessions 15 minutes prior to the beginning of the session. Complete all assignments in 

asynchronic sessions by the established due date.  

 

Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Special Needs  

Students who receive Vocational Rehabilitation services should contact the professor at the 

beginning of the semester to plan any reasonable accommodations or necessary equipment 

stipulated by the Office of the Dean of Student Affairs and its Oficina de Asuntos Para las 

Personas con Impedimentos (OAPI). Students with special needs of any kind that require any 

type of assistance or accommodations should contact the professor (Law 51).  

 

Academic Integrity 

The University of Puerto Rico promotes the highest standards of academic and scientific 

integrity. Article 6.2 of the UPR Students General Bylaws (Board of Trustees Certification 13, 

2009-2010) states that academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: fraudulent actions; 

obtaining grades or academic degrees by false or fraudulent simulations; copying whole or part of 

the academic work of another person; plagiarizing totally or partially the work of another person; 

copying all or part of another person’s answers to questions of an oral or written exam by taking 

or getting someone else to take the exam on his/her behalf; as well as enabling or facilitating 

another person to perform the aforementioned behavior. All these behaviors will be subject to 

disciplinary action in accordance with the disciplinary procedure laid down in the UPR Students 

General Bylaws.  

 

Policy Against Discrimination 

The University of Puerto Rico prohibits discrimination based on sex, sexual orientation, and 

gender identity in any of its forms, including that of sexual harassment. According to the 

Institutional Policy Against Sexual Harassment at the University of Puerto Rico, Certification 

Num. 130, 2014-2015 from the Board of Governors, any student subjected to acts constituting 

sexual harassment must resort to the Office of the Student Ombudsperson (Procuraduría 

Estudiantil) of the Office of Compliance with Title IX (Hostigamiento Sexual y la Normativa 

Institucional) for an orientation and/or a formal complaint.  

 

 

Grading System:  A, B, C, D, or F 

 

There will be Differentiated Evaluation for students with special needs (OAPI). 
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